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Ahnee (Hello)! 

 

First, I apologize for last week not sending out an email blast, but due to the three days of vacation time I took, 

I decided to combine last week and this week.  So this weekôs blast is not too lengthy, I also combined pictures 

at a smaller size. 

 

Secondly, I hope that everyone had a fun and safe 4
th

 of July Holiday weekend, and to those in the northern 

Michigan area, I hope that you are enjoying the National Cherry Festival (http://visit.cherryfestival.org ) 

activities!  The Grand Traverse Band was proud again to be part of the National Cherry Festival with this past 

Tuesday being ñHeritage Dayò.  Over 20 years, GTB has been involved and promoting a better cultural 

awareness and learning environment amongst the Festival activities; this year was just as successful as prior 

years! 

 

Lastly, an event will be occurring this afternoon in which I will be attending and reporting on in next weekôs 

email blast (http://record -eagle.com/local/x2016066293/Ceremony-marks-TC-as-Coast-Guard-City), and taken 

from the TC Record Eagleôs link: 

  ñThe city officially will be designated as a "Coast Guard City" at a Friday proclamation ceremony. 

The ceremony will be held at 4 p.m. on the Cherry Blast Stage in the Open Space portion of the National Cherry 

Festival. U.S. Coast Guard Rear Admiral Michael N. Parks, commander of the ninth Coast Guard District, will 

preside. 

 

The designation comes from Traverse City's "extraordinary efforts" to support the Coast Guard, and the city 

will be the 10th to receive such a designation.ò 

 

http://visit.cherryfestival.org/
http://record-eagle.com/local/x2016066293/Ceremony-marks-TC-as-Coast-Guard-City


 

 
06.27.10 On Sunday evening, my wife and I enjoyed an evening with State Representatives: Jase Bolger (63

rd
 

District), Joe Haveman (90
th

 District), Paul Opsommer (93
rd

 District), and Jim Stamas (98
th

 

District).  Also at the dinner were Lee D. Scott (Coca Cola Enterprises), William Lobenherz (MI 

Soft Drink Association) and Brendan Ringlever (MI Legislative Consultants).  Our invitation came 

from State Representative (Grand Traverse and Kalkaska Counties) Wayne Schmidt. 

  

 

   
06.28.10   Through an invitation by State Representative Wayne Schmidt   

(http://www.gophouse.com/welcome.asp?district=104), I attended a golf outing with him that took 

place at the Grand Traverse Resort and Spa (www.grandtraverseresort.com) on the Bear golf course.  

This year GTB and GTRS celebrated the Bearôs 25
th

 year Anniversary.  The weather held off and all 

golfers had an enjoyable, and sometimes chilly, time playing the Bear. 

 

 
06.29.10 On Tuesday morning, I met with Barbara Budros, a candidate for 86

th
 District Judge 

(http://budrosforjudge.com/index.html).  One key phrase that impacted me that Candidate Budros 

made was in regards to ñrestorative justiceò and her advocacy for victim-offender mediation.  I 

appreciate her outreach to GTB to learn more about her candidacy for the 86
th

 District Judge 

position. 

  

http://www.gophouse.com/welcome.asp?district=104
http://www.grandtraverseresort.com/
http://budrosforjudge.com/index.html


 

    
06.29.10 Tuesday night, at the Grand Traverse Resort and Spa, ñTaste the Local Differenceò event was 

taking place.  In the 1
st
 picture, Jim Sluyter and Diane Conners (Michigan Land Use Institute) share 

a picture with me. 

 

       
06.29.10 (1

st
 picture): Don Coe of Black Star Farms; (2

nd
) Dora Willis and Joe Kau-be-naw; and 3

rd
 picture is 

J.T. ñChipò Hoagland ï all enjoying the delicious LOCAL food and beverages being served that 

night!  

 

   
00.00.0 United States Coast Guard CDR Jonathan Spaner (http://www.uscg.mil/d9/airstaTraverseCity) 

invited members of the GTB Tribal Council to the TC Coast Guard facility to view and watch the 

Blue Angels in action.  In the 1
st
 picture (L -R): Vice Chair David Arroyo, Councilor Brian  Napont, 

Secretary Sandy Witherspoon, and CDR Spaner.  The following pictures show the crew and pilots 

making their way to the Blue Angels and then leaving to the runway. 

 


