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Ahnee (Hello)! 

 

Happy Labor Day weekend!  I hope everyone has enjoyed their summer months!  School season is around the 

corner (last night I attended my oldest daughterôs Middle School open house) and I am honestly looking 

forward to getting our children back into the school schedule.  Our family enjoys the sport seasons. 

 

This past week the Grand Traverse Band took significant legal action and I commend the Tribal Council for 

taking this action on behalf of our Tribal Nation and all citizens that enjoy our Great Lakes, streams and 

rivers.  As I stated on my facebook page on Tuesday: 

 

ñToday the Grand Traverse Band filed a motion to intervene as a party-plaintiff in the litigation filed July 19th in 

the U.S. District Court in Chicago by five States against the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the metropolitan 

Chicago water district to impose permanent barriers to the migration of "Asian carp" into Lake Michigan.   In the 

midst of the competing claims debating the economic losses of closing shipping to the Mississippi River system 

compared to potential harm to Great Lakes fisheries, all parties; the States, the Army Corps of Engineers and other 

federal agencies agree that the damage to the Great Lakes fisheries will be profound.   To date, however, no one is 

considering the unique status of Indian Tribes'  fishing rights reserved by Treaty with the United States.  

 

Overlooked by the present parties in the litigation is the fact that the 1836 Treaty Tribes (the Bay Mills Indian 

Community, the Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians, the Little River Band of Ottawa Indians, 

the Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians, and the Sault Ste Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians) retain rights 

to fish for commercial and subsistence purposes in vast areas of Lakes Michigan, Superior and Huron.   

 

Historically, fishing played a central role in the spiritual and cultural framework of Native American life. As the 

Supreme Court noted, access to fish and wildlife was "not much less necessary to the existence of the Indians than 

the atmosphere they breathed"  United States v. Winans, 198 U.S. 371, 381 (1905).   

Not only are the Great Lakes fish culturally important to the Tribes, these communities depend upon the Great 

Lakes fisheries resources for their livelihoods.  In fact, the Tribes have a property right in these fish that is 

paramount to the interests of the States by virtue of the supremacy clause (Article VI, clause 2) of the Constitution: 

Treaty-reserved rights to access traditional fishing areas and catch fish are property rights protected by the United 

States Constitution.  Grand Traverse Band of Chippewa and Ottawa Indians v. Director, MDNR, et al., 971 F.Supp. 

282 (W.D.Mich. 1995).ò 

More details on the lawsuit from the Michigan Attorney Generals Office can be found by clicking on THIS 

LINK .  (Ed. Note: This was taken from UpNorthLiveôs website). 

 

http://michigan.gov/ag/0,1607,7-164-46849-242222--,00.html
http://michigan.gov/ag/0,1607,7-164-46849-242222--,00.html


 

 

 

     
08.28.10 Last Saturday I attended, through an invitation Elmwood Township 

(http://www.leelanaucounty.com/elmwoodtwp.asp), the Grand Opening of Greilickville Harbor 

Park (Leelanau County).  The Park is a ñstate-of-the-art facility designed to universal accessibility 

standards.ò  This park is truly beautiful and well thought out ï I was extremely impressed!   

 

In the 2
nd

 picture, Jack Kelly (Elmwood Township Supervisor) makes opening remarks to those in 

attendance. 

 

        
08.28.10 A view of West Bay from the beach of Harbor Park and also (2

nd
 picture) the first -ever Carterôs 

Kids Foundation playground area constructed within the state of Michigan.  In the last picture, 

Leelanau County Commissioners Jean Watkowski and (Chair) Mary Tonneberger enjoy the Grand 

Opening festivities.  

 

   
08.28.10 Also happening on Saturday, was the ñPublic Safety Dayò at the Leelanau Government Center.  All 

departments were represented and provided Leelanau County citizens the chance to learn more 

http://www.leelanaucounty.com/elmwoodtwp.asp

