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Ahnee (Hello)! 
 
This week was an extremely exciting and packed with work – which is definitely good!  I want to thank 
President Barack Obama on his invitation to Tribal Leaders throughout Indian Country to attend the Tribal 
Nations White House Conference.  I was proud to represent the Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and 
Chippewa Indians at this event.  I also want to thank the different Department Secretaries and their respective 
staff, Congress officials, and event coordination staff.  Also, I appreciate the efforts of Kimberly Teehee and 
Jodi Gillette who worked hard with Tribal Leadership in coordinating this historic event and opportunity.  
National Congress of American Indians I am also grateful for all of your organization’s efforts with scheduling 
and organizing the week’s activities.  And lastly, I am grateful for the support of GTB’s elected leadership and 
tribal membership to represent our proud Tribal Nation at events such as these. 
 
At the Midwest Region Caucus, I was asked to present on behalf of the 35 Midwest Tribes (Michigan, 
Wisconsin, Minnesota, and Iowa) during the meeting with the Obama Administration.  The Midwest Tribes 
wanted to focus on health, education and labor.  At the 2 hour 09 minute mark of the following video, you can 
hear my presentation to Secretary Ken Salazar and the gathered panel:  
  http://www.c-span.org/Watch/Media/2009/11/05/HP/A/25544/White+House+Tribal+Nations+Conference.aspx 
 
This week’s email blast has a few more pictures than usual, and I believe that they definitely will guide you 
through this week’s activities I was involved with. 
 
Indian Country Today recently issued an article on their website regarding the event (in which GTB has a 
quote): www.indiancountrytoday.com/home/content/69340852.html    
 
Today’s edition of the Traverse City Record Eagle (www.record-eagle.com) also ran a front page story on the 
President’s meeting with Tribal Nations (GTB was again quoted):   

www.record-eagle.com/local/local_story_310075124.html  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.c-span.org/Watch/Media/2009/11/05/HP/A/25544/White+House+Tribal+Nations+Conference.aspx
http://www.indiancountrytoday.com/home/content/69340852.html
http://www.record-eagle.com/
http://www.record-eagle.com/local/local_story_310075124.html


 
 

   
11.02.09 Through an invitation of State Representative Wayne Schmidt 

(www.gophouse.com/welcome.asp?district=104), I attended his morning breakfast with guest speaker 
Congressman Pete Hoekstra (http://hoekstra.house.gov); who as a Republican is currently running for 
Governor of MI.   

 

 
11.02.09 What can I say, another great time with Omelette and Finster (www.wklt.com)!  Along with Tribal 

Nations, Omelette and Finster were also excited about the November 5th Tribal Leaders Conference with 
President Obama and executive staff of his Administration.  I want to personally thank KLT, the Rock 
Station, for their continued interest and support of our tribal efforts!  I look forward to next week’s 
follow up interview with them on how my week went in DC and with the historic November 5th meeting. 

 

  
11.03.09 On Tuesday morning, I participate in the 6:30 AM Blessing Ceremony for the National Congress of 

American Indians’ (NCAI) Tribal Embassy building now up and running in DC!  The gentleman wearing 
the brown leather coat is Jefferson Keel, the newly elected President of NCAI (www.ncai.org).  The 2nd 
picture shows NCAI’s grandfathers and grandmothers in the first year of 1944.  This picture is in the 
Tribal Leaders room in the NCAI building; set up for tri bal leaders to use when in DC. 
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11.03.09 Following the Blessing Ceremony, those gathered there were able to tour the new building, and I want to 

thank the NCAI staff for the courtesy shown and information shared during this time. 
 
 

 
11.03.09 Through an extended invitation, I attended Senator Debbie Stabenow’s “Good Morning Michigan”.  

Senator Stabenow holds this weekly in her office in DC (http://stabenow.senate.gov).  It was a pleasure to 
meet her again, and also to interact with her friendly and very helpful staff (Thanks Patricia!).  

 

   
11.03.09 I attended a Tribal Leaders discussion with Chairman Rahall of the Natural Resources Committee 

(http://resourcescommittee.house.gov).  I appreciate and support Chairman Rahall as the committee 
chair for this committee and the work he does on behalf of Indian Country. 
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11.03.09 Also attending the discussion with Chairman Rahall was Jessica Burger, RN (Little River Band of 

Ottawa Indians); Director of Government Relations�at the National Indian Health Board (www.nihb.org
).  

 
 The second picture shows the hardworking National Steering Committee for the Reauthorization of the 

Indian Health Care Improvement Act (http://www.nihb.org/committees/nscrihcia.php).  I was able to 
join them during a lunch work/conference call meeting.  

 

 
11.03.09 Tuesday afternoon, I attended a Tribal Leaders Discussion with Secretary Kathleen Sebelius 

(http://www.hhs.gov/secretarysebelius.html), Department of Health and Human Services 
(http://www.hhs.gov), and key staff within her department.  As a tribal leader, I appreciated this 
opportunity to hear from her staff and also hear directly from her.  This session also allowed for Tribal 
Leader input. 
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11.04.09 The House Natural Resources Committee, led by Chairman Nick J. Rahall (D-WV), held a legislative 

hearing on the following bills:  

·  H.R. 3742 (Kildee): To amend the Act of June 18, 1934, to reaffirm the authority of the Secretary of 
the Interior to take land into trust for Indian tribes. 

·  H.R. 3697 (Cole): To amend the Act of June 18, 1934, to reaffirm the authority of the Secretary of the 
Interior to take land into trust for Indian tribes.  

Click here to watch the video (at the 1:45 mark, the Grand Traverse Band’s testimony is recognized and 
read into the record by Riyaz Kanji; attorney for GTB: 
http://resourcescommittee.house.gov/index.php?option=com_jcalpro&Itemid=27&extmode=view&extid=
306  

    
11.04.09 NCAI Tribal Leaders Pre-meeting.  The 2nd picture shows some of the Midwest Tribal Leadership from 

the region’s caucus discussion.   I have to give him a “shout-out”, that’s Chairman Floyd “Buck” 
Jourdain giving a thumbs up!  Always good to see Chairman Jourdain! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

   
11.04.09 Wednesday night, NCAI held a Tribal Leaders reception at the National Museum of the American 

Indian (http://www.nmai.si.edu).  This was an extremely well attended gala AND with excellent food 
(really enjoyed the buffalo chili!).  

 

  
11.05.09 The Big Day!  November 5th was an historic day for Indian Country.  Over 600 Tribal Leaders attended 

this event that began through an invitation by President Barack Obama to Tribal Nations.  This 
invitation was for one representative from each Nation to attend a day-long conference with himself and 
key executive staff of the Obama Administration.  To President Obama, thank you for this opportunity 
and living up to one of your campaign promises for Indian Country, and I look forward to seeing Tribal 
Leaders input not only continue to be sought but incorporated into Obama policy and legislative action.   

 
The first picture shows Bryan Newland, Bay Mills Indian Community member, who now work in DC 
under Donald “Del” Laverdure (Deputy Assistant Secretary of Indian Affairs ) in the BIA (Bureau of 
Indian Affairs - http://www.bia.gov).  It was great to see a familiar face, and Bryan definitely worked 
hard that day – good job! 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

   
11.05.09 1st picture: the stage from which President Obama, and others from the Administration, spoke from.  

The 2nd picture shows Tribal Leadership waiting for the meeting to begin. 
 

 
11.05.09 This picture reflects the Tribal Leadership from Michigan that attended this historic DC meeting. (L-R): 

Little River Band of Ottawa Indians Ogema Larry Romanelli, Li ttle Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa 
Indians Tribal Chairman Ken Harrington, Keeweenau Bay Indian Community President Chris Swartz, 
Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe Chief Fred Cantu, Hannahville Indian Community Tribal Chairman 
Ken Meshigaud, Huron Band of Potawatomi Indians Tribal Chairwoman Laura Spurr, Gun Lake Band 
of Potawatomi Indians Tribal Chairman D.K. Sprague, Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians 
Tribal Chairman Joe McCoy, and Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians Tribal Chairman Matt Wesaw. 

 
 Michigan Tribal Nations were definitely represented on this day and to these fellow leaders I say, “Kchi-

Megwetch” for all the work you do on behalf of the Anishinaabek!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

   
11.05.09 President Obama making his opening remarks which can be viewed by clicking here: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XwK1_7TfaOQ.  
 
 The 2nd picture shows President Obama signing a presidential memorandum establishing “regular and 

meaningful consultation and collaboration” between tribal nations and the federal government. The 
memorandum directs every Cabinet agency head to provide the president a detailed plan within 90 days 
of how they will implement and improve tribal consultation. 

 

 
11.05.09 After the conclusion of his morning speech, President Obama took time to greet tribal leaders as he made 

his exit.  This simple gesture means so much to those that have that one moment to connect with the 
President of the United States of American.  As I stood there, quite a few times I heard, “I got to shake 
his hand!” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
The above picture shows a beaded bolo tie that was made by a GTB tribal member, Monica Raphael.  I had 
asked Monica if she could possibly bead me a bolo tie, with our tribal logo, to wear at November 5th’s meeting.  
Monica worked diligently and even delivered it to my hotel in DC!  It was fortunate that she was also in DC for 
work.  Monica, I wanted to share because I know the good energy and prayers you put into your work, and 
believe me, I felt so proud to wear this during the historic meeting that was held on November 5th – 
MEGWETCH! 
 

   
11.04.09  Grand Traverse Resort & Casinos celebrated the 2009 Annual Employee Milestone Banquet for EDC 
employees.  This acknowledged the 5, 10, 15, 20, and 25-year employees and was held at the Turtle Creek Casino 
and Hotel.  In the 1st picture, GTB Vice Chair David Arroyo provided the Welcome comments.  The 2nd picture 
is the newly hired CEO Jim McWilliams sharing opening comments, and the last picture is Leelanau Sands 
Casino General Manager, Kevin Lein speaking to those in attendance and who also had three of the four 25-year 
employees (Phillip Chippewa, Leonard Miller, Clive Raphael, and Jean Warren).  Kevin also provided a 
respectful sharing regarding the recent passing of one his employees, tribal elder Cynthia Chippewa.  Ms. 
Chippewa was also a past Council member. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
My family and I are headed down to Grand Rapids, MI this weekend as I was asked to emcee the Grand Rapids 
Museum pow wow.  This is a one-day (Saturday) pow wow held in downtown GR at the Museum.  I hope to see 
all there! 

 
 

I hope you have a great weekend and week! 
 
Chairman Bailey 
 
www.gtbindians.org 
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