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Ahnee (Hello)! 
 
I hope everyone is having a safe Hunting Season!  The weather has been warmer and dryer, which I am 
definitely not complaining about.   
 
An exciting opportunity to give is taking place at Turtle Creek Casino and Leelanau Sands Casino from 
November 16th thru December 18th, 2009 – Toys for Tots!  Toys for Tots drop off boxes will be located in the 
casino and directions can be obtained at the Players Clubs. 
 
I met with Terry Miller this week from the Elk Rapids  Live – Where news happens! To read the interview 
please click here: http://elkrapidslive.spaces.live.com/blog/cns!FF6DF38EB63687EA!1526.entry   
 
This week began on last Saturday, and was busy throughout the week! 
 

 
11.14.09 I participated in Grand Valley State University’s 34th Annual Great Lakes History Conference 

(www.gvsu.edu/history - then click on “Great Lakes History”).  The theme for this year’s conference was 
“ Indigenous Peoples of the Globe: Colonization & Adaptation”.  I presented as part of Panel 20 on 
Saturday titled; Tribal Nation Building and Law Enforcement: A Multi-Level Interactive Relationship.  
Assistant United States Attorney, Jeff Davis presented on Law Enforcement portion.  In the above 
picture, AUSA Jeff Davis is speaking to the group – he did a great job! 

 
 
 

http://elkrapidslive.spaces.live.com/blog/cns!FF6DF38EB63687EA!1526.entry
http://www.gvsu.edu/history


 
 
 
 
 

 
11.14.09 On Saturday night, it was “Ladies Night” at the Turtle Creek Casino and Hotel (TCCH) and the 

casino was packed!  Shown above is tribal member, Missy Petoskey working at the Boutique Store.  
Missy is one of hardworking and dedicated TCCH tribal member staff! 

 

   
11.16.09 On Monday, I attended a special reception for sponsors hosted by the Michigan Land Use Institute 

(www.mlui.org) as part of their “Taste the Local Difference” campaign.  Diane Conners (Senior 
Policy Specialist, Entrepreneurial Agriculture) is shown with the local foods prepared for the 
reception; as well as promotional posters on the wall. The third picture captures Hans Voss 
(Executive Director) welcoming everyone to the event. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.mlui.org/


 
 
 
 

 
11.17.09 Tuesday morning’s Traverse City Chamber breakfast was very well-attended, and to me, inspiring 

to see all the invested local individuals, organizations and businesses that make our area what it is 
today!  The potential for Northern Michigan can be seen from committed actions and shared 
visions.  Our success will be working together and recognizing the quality traits that makes our part 
of Michigan, and the world, the beauty that it is. 

 
Gavin Goetz, AT&T Director of External Affairs, is pictur ed above addressing the morning 
audience. 

 

    
11.17.09 After the Chamber breakfast, the 2009 Business Expo began!  The Grand Traverse Resort and Spa 

was proud to host this year’s event again (www.grandtraverseresort.com). We had an excellent 
showing of local businesses that took part and made this year’s Expo even stronger and more 
exciting!  Again, we need to be proud of what we offer in our Region and also what our 
opportunities are. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.grandtraverseresort.com/


 
 
 

   
11.17.09 Two booths that are reflective of the Grand Traverse Band’s ownership and oversight were (1st 

picture) the Grand Traverse Resort and Spa; L-R: Grant Channing, Layla Peoples, and Steve 
Timmer.   

 
The 2nd picture, Carrie Prater (Graphics Manager), is shown sharing about the Leelanau Sands 
Casino and Lodge, and the new Turtle Creek Casino and Hotel (www.casino2win.com).  

 

 
11.17.09 Very positive lunch meeting with AT&T Representatives (L-R) Gavin Goetz (Director External 

Affairs) and Richard Thornbury (Regional Marketing Director).  
 

 
11.18.09 I met with Tyler Cerny of Strata Design (www.stratadesign.com).  I appreciated the opportunity to 

learn more about a local Traverse City business.  Please make sure to check out their website.  On a 
side note, it was fun catching up since our high school days!  Tyler and I use to rule the basketball 
courts there for awhile, now we are becoming great “bleacher coaches”!  

 
 

http://www.casino2win.com/
http://www.stratadesign.com/


 
 
 

 
11.18.09 Wednesday afternoon presented me with an opportunity to meet with Huntington National Bank 

representatives (www.huntington.com).  I am pictured above (L-R) with Roger Thompson 
(President) and Perry Adams (Vice President).  Huntington Bank is the trustee and administrator 
for our minors trust accounts. 

 

 
11.18.09 Diana Sitzler, Associate Director for State Outreach at the University of Michigan (www.umich.edu

), met with Doris Winslow and I regarding the Michigan Road Scholars Tour. The Grand Traverse 
Band has had the pleasure of hosting the Road Scholars in years past, and we look forward to again 
hosting them in May of 2010!  In the above picture, Diane is pictured in the middle.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

   
11.19.09 The Traverse City Record Eagle (www.record-eagle.com) sent notice to out to fewer than 20 

individuals for an opportunity to serve on the TC Record Eagle “Reader Advisory Council”.  The 
GTB is proud to have been asked to provide our opinion and thoughts regarding the Record Eagle’s 
news coverage, delivery, advertising, website and other areas pertaining to the Record Eagle.  Our 
first meeting was Thursday night, and pictured above in the 1st picture is Michael Casuscelli 
(Record Eagle Publisher), and the 2nd picture shows Bill Thomas (Editor) listening intently to the 
evening’s sharing.  

 

   
11.19.09 The first Grand Vision Working Group Summit (www.thegrandvision.org) was held Thursday 

evening at the Oleson Center on Northwestern Michigan College’s main campus.  The Summit was 
designed to be a working meeting and offered excellent overview from each of the issue areas which 
detailed their progress, goals, and visions.  In the 1st picture, Marsha Smith (Executive Director, 
Rotary Charities of Traverse City – www.charities.org) addresses the audience, and the 2nd picture 
shows Hans Voss moderating the discussion during the Q&A portion of last night’s meeting.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

   
11.20.09 I attended, along with a good friend Jeffray Kessler, the Grand Traverse Resort – Performer of the 

Month luncheon.  I am pictured along with Grant Channing (General Manager/Vice President 
Operations), and above with 4 of the 5 finalists (L-R): Michelle Dodge (Spa), Gwendolyn Pridemore 
(Culinary), Brad Smith (Sweetwater) and Ricky Bantien (Bellstand). 

 

 
And the winner was…Ricky Bantien!!  Ricky is the GT Resort and Spa Performer of the Month – October 
2009! Congratulations! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

FEATURE STORY:  
·  This week’s featured story comes from Monica Raphael, Program Coordinator Biimaadiziwinaa 

Eyaawing�  
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(L-R): Jonathan Anderson, Monica Raphael, and Vanessa Schocko – we are so proud of Monica and our GTB 
youth!  Megwetch for representing proudly our Tribal Nation! 

 
Chairman Bailey 
 
www.gtbindians.org 
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