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Ahnee (Hello)! 
 
I hope that everyone had an enjoyable Fourth of July and was able to spend time with family and friends, and 
maybe even get some work done around the house!  Due to the Holiday weekend, I did not send out an email 
blast.  This week’s blast contains some of my activities from the past two weeks. This past week in Traverse 
City, the National Cherry Festival has taken main stage.  From what I can see, numbers are up this year from 
last year’s, and we can thank lower gas prices and better weather for that!  I am extremely proud of all of the 
volunteer efforts that make each National Cherry Festival week a success.  The Grand Traverse Band of 
Ottawa and Chippewa Indians, as sponsors of Heritage Day, take pride being a part of the Cherry Festival and 
knowing that strong collaborative efforts help drive each year’s success! 
 
I had the pleasure this morning of meeting with U.S. Congressman Pete Hoekstra, R-Holland (2nd 
Congressional District of Michigan).  Congressman Hoekstra and I had a very encouraging discussion on 
Tribal/State relationships and his potential bid to become Michigan’s next Governor. 
 

 
 07/10/09 Meeting today with U.S. Congressman Pete Hoekstra. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
07/01/09 I attended the launching of a new magazine, ‘Reflections by the Bays’ at the Grand Traverse 
Heritage Center in Traverse City.  I am pictured with Michael Casuscelli; Publisher.  It is a great magazine 
and both informative and enjoyable to read! 

 

 
07/06/09 My wife, Tonia, and I attended the National Cherry Festival’s inaugural Heroes Day 
celebration.  It was great to see all the local support from throughout the Grand Traverse region.  Mayor 
Estes was there in attendance and I appreciate the introductions he made on my behalf.  I am pictured 
above with (L-R) my wife, Tonia and Cristine Maxbauer (TC Commissioner) and Sara Brubaker (GTB 
Prosecutor). 

 

 
07/04/09 Over the July 4th weekend I had the pleasure to emcee the Little River Band of Ottawa 
Indians Jiingtamok (pow wow).  Pictured above is Ogema Larry Romanelli of the LRB (Ogema in our 
language means leader and is similar to other tribal distinctions of Chair, President and Chief).  The 
second picture Ogema Romanelli is pictured with my oldest son, Nimkees. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
07/07/09 I attended a special meeting of the Leelanau County Board of Commissioners meeting that 
was addressing wireless broadband service to Leelanau County.  The Board voted 6-1 to increase the 
Economic Development Corporation budget by $16,500 and have the Leelanau County EDC use this 
money to contract with Wireless 20/20 for a study that could increase chances of bringing federal dollars 
for wireless expansion. 

 

 
07/07/09 The Heritage Day pow wow was a huge success again this year at the National Cherry 
Festival.  Even though it was cloudy and very cool at times, we had a large turnout of both dancers and 
spectators!  We also had four drums that showed up to sing.  Pictured above are members of the Medicine 
Lodge Singers, who were host drum, and a picture of some of the dancers during the Welcome Song.  
Please click on the following link (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5LEABD2Fvvg) to view on YouTube 
the Heritage Day pow wow Grand Entry. 

 

 
07/08/09 I had the distinct pleasure of having cherries sold to me by 104th House Representative 
Wayne Schmidt at the Open Space at the National Cherry Festival.  It’s always great seeing a good friend 
of mine in Representative Schmidt! 

 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5LEABD2Fvvg


 
 
 
 
 

 
07/10/09 Meeting with Rob Franzo, of Wireless 20/20, which recently the Leelanau County Board of 
Commissioners approved to contract with to conduct a study on the expansion of wireless broadband 
internet services in Leelanau County. 

 
This morning, at the Open Space in downtown Traverse City, I participated in the opening for DTE Energy’s 
Green Day, part of the National Cherry Festival week.  Former Little River Band of Ottawa Indians’ Ogema, 
Lee Sprague spoke and Medicine Lodge Singers did an opening song.  To hear Lee Sprague and myself 
speaking at the opening, please click on this link: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hmPIsQ6jNOg 
 
Don’t forget that on Saturday, July 11th, the DTE Energy Cherry Royale Parade will be taking place from 
11:15 AM – 2:15 PM (For parade info: http://www.cherryfestival.org/events/search_detail.php?event_id=259).  
The Grand Traverse Band will be entering two floats in the parade.  One float will be for the GTB Tribal 
Government and the other float will focus on our Gaming Enterprises (Leelanau Sands Casino and Turtle 
Creek Casino and Hotel). 

 
Have an enjoyable weekend and week, and make sure to enjoy the summer weather! 
 
 
Chairman Bailey 
 
www.gtbindians.org 
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