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Ahnee (Hello)! 
 
Summer weather finally arrived…although it took until the last week of August and first week in September!  
I am not complaining as this beautiful weather still allows us to get outside and enjoy the incredible 
surroundings we all live in.   
 
This past Monday, I was fortunate to attend a Tribal Leaders meeting in Washington, D.C. that offered an 
informal discussion with White House tribal officials and other Tribal Leaders throughout Indian Country.  
Again, I want to thank Sharon Teeple, Executive Director of Inter-Tribal Council (ITC) of MI ( www.itcmi.org
), for her support and ITC’s financial assistance with my travel.  Two different sessions were held in DC with 
Tribal Leaders, and as a representative of ITC and as Chairman of the Grand Traverse Band, I was extremely 
proud to be there to share our views and concerns! 
 
Since Monday’s meeting, there has been media outreach to the Grand Traverse Band, and below are some 
links that will help share this experience and message: 
 

1. Indian Country Today: http://www.indiancountrytoday.com/home/content/57007042.html  
 

2. National Native News (http://www.nativenews.net/) also conducted an audio interview which can be 
heard by clicking on the following link: 

 http://www.publicbroadcasting.net/nv1/.jukebox?action=viewPodcast&podcastId=10344  
 

3. Indianz.com (www.indianz.com); a written follow up report: http://64.38.12.138/News/2009/016290.asp   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.itcmi.org/
http://www.indiancountrytoday.com/home/content/57007042.html
http://www.nativenews.net/
http://www.publicbroadcasting.net/nv1/.jukebox?action=viewPodcast&podcastId=10344
http://www.indianz.com/
http://64.38.12.138/News/2009/016290.asp


 
 
 
 

 
08.29.09 Huge success! The first-ever “Cherry Capital Con 09”, held at the Grand Traverse Resort and Spa 

on August 29-30th, brought in hundreds of comic enthusiasts! I am very proud of the efforts of all 
involved, especially Mike Ackerly (owner of Top Comics in Traverse City, for the great time 
enjoyed by all.  Pictured (L-R) in the first picture: GTB ViceChair David Arroyo, Artist Daniel 
Way, and Top Comics owner/event Mike Ackerley.  Daniel has written several of Marvel’s flagship 
characters, including Spider-Man, Ghost Rider, The Incredible Hulk and currently, Wolverine and 
Deadpool. 

 

 
08.31.09 I was able to attend an initial informal White House listening session.  Tribal Leaders were invited 

to participate in an informal dialogue with key appointed White House officials.  Those officials were; 
Jodi Gillette (Standing Rock Sioux) and Kim Teehee (Cherokee) from the White House, along with 
Indian Health Service Director Yvette Roubideaux (Rosebud Sioux) and Del Laverdure (Crow) of the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs ��

 
The second picture shows Cathy Abramson, from the Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians 
(http://www.saulttribe.com/) addressing her concerns to those present at Monday’s meeting.  Councilor 
Abramson did a great job! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://64.38.12.138/my.asp?url=http://www.standingrock.org/
http://64.38.12.138/my.asp?url=http://www.cherokee.org/
http://64.38.12.138/my.asp?url=http://www.ihs.gov/
http://64.38.12.138/my.asp?url=http://www.rosebudsiouxtribe-nsn.gov/
http://64.38.12.138/my.asp?url=http://www.crowtribe.com/
http://64.38.12.138/my.asp?url=http://www.doi.gov/bia/
http://www.saulttribe.com/


 
 
 
 

 
I wanted to personally say, “Megwetch!” (thank you), to Ms. Jodi Gillette from the White House 
Office of Intergovernmental Affairs for all of her hard  work on behalf of Indian Country.  Ms. 
Gillette was instrumental in assisting not only my opportunity to be involved at Monday’s meeting, 
but with other leaders as well in Indian Country.  Jodi you did a great job! 

 

 
09.01.09 Throughout our six county service area, GTB’s Behavioral Health prevention programming 

offered, “Community Coalition Wellbriety Month Kick-off Feasts” .  Feasts were held at the 
following county sites: Leelanau, Benzie, Charlevoix and Grand Traverse.  Pictured above at the 
Leelanau County feast in the first picture are (L-R) Councilor Connie TwoCrow, Tom and 
Rosemary Antoine.  The 2nd picture is of staff and community members helping out.  (Program 
Director Monica Raphael is standing in the middle and Debbie Gibbs is in the red shirt) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
09.01.09 Grand Traverse County Community Feast.  In the first picture, tribal membership/community 

members that participated.  In the middle picture I am enjoying the delicious food being served with 
Treasurer Rebecca Woods, and the last picture is the site coordinator’s Bud Day and Aaron Chivis. 

 
09.02.09 On Wednesday, I was asked to present to the League of Women Voters.  I sincerely appreciated this 

opportunity to share about GTB’s history and collaborative working efforts in not only Leelanau 
County but throughout our service area.  Also, it was great to see Leelanau County Commission 
Chairperson, Mary Tonneberger! 

 

 
09.03.09 I spoke at the Leelanau County – Suttons Bay Rotary Club and shared about GTB activities, tribal 

history, and potential opportunities that exist in collaborative working efforts.  This week’s meeting 
took place at the Leland Lodge and I felt very honored to address this fine organization with wonderful 
representation. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
As a reminder, with this being Labor Day Weekend, the Grand Traverse Band’s governmental offices will be 
closed on Monday, August 7th.  GTB had a very successful past weekend with sponsorship of the Cherry 
Capital Con 09, TC Microbrew Festival, and with the Clydesdale viewing at Leelanau Sands Casino.  This 
weekend the Bihlman Bros. are playing on Saturday, September 5th at the Leelanau Sands Showroom 
(www.casino2win.com).  Doors open at 7:30 PM and the concert begins at 8 PM.  General admission is $15.00.  
The Emmy Award winning brothers are back with a new CD... Don't miss them performing their new hit 
single "Believe" as well as "Looks Like Rain", "American Son" and more! 
 
This weekend in Acme Township, the Grand Traverse Resort and Spa is sponsoring the first ever “Barefoot 
Triathlon”!  The Triathlon starts at 8 AM sharp on Sunday.  It  is recommended that people park in the Grand 
Traverse Resort main parking lot, and then take the Resort shuttle to The Shores.  For more information on 
the Barefoot Triathlon: http://www.grandtraverseresort.com/special-events/barefoot-triathlon.cfm   
 
A free, and interesting, event occurring on Saturday, September 5th at 5 PM, a rehabilitated bald eagle will be 
released into the wild by Wings of Wonder (http://www.wingsofwonder.org/) .  This will take place near the 
corner of M-72 and County Road 667 in Leelanau County, west of Glen’s Landfill.  The event is free and open 
to the public! 

 
Have an enjoyable weekend and week! 
 
 
Chairman Bailey 
 
www.gtbindians.org 
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