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Ahnee (Hello)! 
 
What a beautiful Labor Day weekend we had and the nice weather just continued on this week! This week also  
was the start of the school season, and we wish all returning students well on their educational experiences.  
 
September 8, 1984 the Grand Traverse Band began operating tribal gaming.  This week we celebrated 25 
years of Gaming! As a tribal nation, we are proud of the economic impact that our businesses have brought to 
the region.  In Leelanau County we are the largest employer, and in the region, we are the second largest 
employer!  We not only celebrated the distinction of 25 years of gaming this week, but also the vision and 
efforts of past leadership and community members that worked hard to provide for future generations – Kchi 
Megwetch to those individuals! 
 
This past Saturday I attended the public release of a rehabilitated bald eagle by Wings of Wonder 
(www.wingsofwonder.org). The eagle was one of the quickest birds to be released upon arrival.  This eagle 
was a 13 pound female under a year old.   
 

 
09.05.09 Wings of Wonder representative holding the rehabilitated bald eagle prior to release.  Here is a link 

to a video of the release: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DDtlzEbsvnk  
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.wingsofwonder.org/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DDtlzEbsvnk


 
 
 
 
 

 
09.06.09 The Barefoot Triathlon at the Grand Traverse Resort and Spa was a great success!  This was the 

first year and we can only look forward to a bigger and better event next year.  In the above 
pictures, crossing the finish line we have (L-R) tribal members: Mari Raphael, Moni Raphael, and 
Tom Sullivan.  Very rewarding to see them working hard and having a good time at the triathlon 
event (http://www.grandtraverseresort.com/special-events/barefoot-triathlon.cfm ).  Stay tuned (and 
begin working out!) for next year’s Barefoot Triathlon!  

 
 

 
09.06.09 Also participating in the event, none other than Traverse City Commissioner, Chris Bzdok.  Look at 

that form!  Chris is running for the TC Mayor position in th e upcoming election – Good luck Chris! 
 

 
09.06.09 Two other participants, and employees of GTB, standing next to Dora Willis (far left) were Mike 

Teeple (Assistant HR Director) and Dr. Kelly O’Sullivan (Medical Director).  The second picture 
has GTB member and employee, Mary Shomin (legal department) who was there to support her 
son, Tom Sullivan. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.grandtraverseresort.com/special-events/barefoot-triathlon.cfm


 
 
 
 
 
 

 
09.08.09 On Tuesday, in recognition of GTB’s 25 years of gaming, at Eagletown Market (tribal gas station in 

Peshawbestown) from 9-11 AM we offered gasoline to customers at .25/gallon – that’s right 25 cents 
per gallon! During this time we served over 300 vehicles and a unconfirmed 4300 gallons!  The first 
picture shows Gary John, tribal member/EDC employee, who directed traffic.  The middle picture 
shows the “snake” line of cars waiting to fill up, and the last picture shows Angie Shinos, Eagletown 
Market Manager and tribal member/EDC employee, assisting with coordination at the pumps – 
great job to Angie and her Eagletown staff, and also EDC staff! 

 

 
09.08.09 Carrie Leaureaux takes advantage of the 25th Gaming Anniversary by filling up at .25/gallon, and 

who is that in the background – Mr. Stonefish?... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
09.08.09 On Tuesday evening, we held the Tribal Member Celebration dinner at Eagles Ridge Conference 

Center in Peshawbestown.  At three different settings (5, 7, and 9 PM), dinners were provided to the 
tribal membership.  I was fortunate enough to attend the 5 and 7 PM settings (and no, I only ate 
once!), and what a great turnout we had!   

 

 
09.08.09 Medicine Lodge Singers were asked to sing at the Tribal Member celebration dinner.  It was very 

rewarding to sing with them and share in the drumming. 
 

 
09.09.09 On Wednesday, I met with Chef Ted Cizma, Executive Chef of the Grand Traverse Resort & Spa 

(www.grandtraverseresort.com).  Chef Cizma and I discussed his proposal for a “Culinary Training 
Program”.  I think this definitely has potential, and is both a great idea and compliment for the 
northern Michigan region! 

 
 

http://www.grandtraverseresort.com/


 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Elaine Wood, CEO, Northwest Michigan Council of Governments (www.nwm.org) 
 

 
 
Please note that Leelanau County Commission Chair, Mary Tonneberger is seated at this "breakout" group. 
 

 
 
Leelanau County Commissioner Jean Watkoski (in striped shirt sitting) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
09.11.09 I attended Northwest Michigan Council of Governments Annual Summit that was held at Shanty 

Creek Resort in Bellaire, Michigan (http://www.nwm.org/ ).  There was a special morning session with 
county government officials that provided a structured opportunity for them to examine a variety of 
ideas for more inter-county collaborations, for the purpose of creating greater economies and even 
better effectiveness in delivery of public services. 

 
 

Have an enjoyable weekend and week! 
 
 
Chairman Bailey 
 
www.gtbindians.org 
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