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Ahnee (Hello)! 
 
Are you ready for the fall colors?  At first I wasn’t, but with the beautiful weather northern Michigan has been 
experiencing I am beginning to look forward to it!  To those readers who are not in the northern Michigan 
area, or have experienced the “fall color tour season”, it is hard to beat the views when traveling our county 
roads! 
 
This past week, as you will read further below, the Traverse City Business News 
(www.traversecitybusinessnews.com) shared its list of those selected as the 40 most influential people under the 
age of 40.  I was honored with a nomination and selection as being one of the “40UNDER40” and share the list 
with other impressive, and inspirational, leaders of our area.  I encourage everyone to pick up this month’s 
edition of the TC Business News and read about all those that received this recognition, and learn more about 
their individual focus areas and accomplishments! 
 
I had a very busy Friday night last week (which ended at midnight with a tour of our Turtle Creek Casino and 
Hotel property), and the first three events capture that night’s activities: 
 

 
09.11.09 Opening night of the inaugural Michigan Schooner Festival that was held at the Open Space center 

near downtown Traverse City.  I was respectfully asked to provide a “welcome” on behalf of the 
Grand Traverse Band.  Also present and offering welcomes were (1st picture from L-R): 101st 
District State Representative Dan Scripps, 104th District State Representative Wayne Schmidt, and 
State Senator Jason Allen. 

 
 
 
 

http://www.traversecitybusinessnews.com/


 
 
 
 
 
 

 
09.11.09 I had the absolute pleasure of meeting United States Coast Guard Rear Admiral Peter Neffenger; 

Operational Commander for the Great Lakes region (Ninth CG District).  Admiral Neffenger and I 
look forward to future meetings and potential collaborations between the Traverse City Coast Guard 
station and the Grand Traverse Band. 

 
I want to thank CDR Jonathan Spaner for his invitation to meet with visiting Admiral Neffenger.  Also, 
please click on this link regarding an upcoming Open House for the public in October: 
http://www.record-eagle.com/local/local_story_261073740.html  

 
 
 
 

 
09.11.09 Prior to the Detroit Red Wings camp beginning at Centre Ice in Traverse City, there is a dinner and 

auction.  This evening’s event took place at the Grand Traverse Resort and Spa 
(www.grandtraverseresort.com).  I had the opportunity to meet Steve Yzerman (1st picture) and 
also Pavel Datsyuk (2nd picture).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.record-eagle.com/local/local_story_261073740.html
http://www.grandtraverseresort.com/


 
 
 
 
 

 
09.14.09 Alisha Wormell, Kathy and Rick Andrews sign up for the “Scavenger Hunt 2009” as part the 

Leelanau Sands Casino employee appreciation day!  In the bottom left corner of the above picture is 
Dora Willis and Johnna Milks helping staff sign up for this activity.  Especially with the GTB 
celebrating 25 years of Gaming, this year’s employee appreciation day is even more meaningful!  
Our success is built upon the dedication and commitment of our Grand Traverse Resort and Casino 
staff – to them we say, “Kchi-Megwetch!” 

 

 
09.15.09 Grand Traverse Band was the host tribe and location for this year’s Native American Fish and 

Wildlife Society conference.  It was an honor to provide the welcome address this morning to a 
room filled with committed individuals in the preservation of our indigenous and treaty-related 
rights!  
 
As part of the opening, Medicine Lodge Singers provided opening songs which welcomed in GTB 
conservation officers and other tribal officers.  GTB tribal elder, Jack Chambers provided an 
opening pipe offering and prayer for all in attendance and also those that could not be.  Megwetch 
Jack! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
09.15.09 The Traverse City Business News (www.traversecitybusinessnews.com) recently acknowledged me 

as a 2009 Recipient for the “40 Under 40” award.  This award recognizes 40 leaders who are looked 
upon as being the most influential people under the age of 40.  On behalf of the Grand Traverse 
Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians, I feel truly honored by this acknowledgement for our 
Tribal Nation! 

 
In the 1st picture, standing (L-R) are Luke Haas (owner/publisher of the TC Business news), Jill 
Donberg (owner; Grand Traverse Natural Healthcare), and my extremely supportive wife, Tonia, in 
which a portion of my success can definitely be attributed to her support and understanding! 

 

 
09.17.09 For us “techno geeks”, today was an important day!  AT&T officially launched 3G service to its 

customers in the Traverse City area!  3G coverage was something that I always advocated for with 
AT&T, and now my advocacy will turn to expanding its coverage even further with northern 
Michigan!  (I know I ask a lot…) 

 
In the 1st picture I am standing with AT&T representatives (L-R): Gavin Goetz (Director, External 
Affairs) and Tim Gruber.  It was great to see two friends of mine enjoying the new 3G speed at the 
launch – Craig Elhart (www.elhartlaw.com) and Mike Buchanan (Grand Traverse Resort and 
Casinos IT Director).  Mike also provides IT oversight for the Grand Traverse Band tribal 
government – and does a great job!  

 
 
 

http://www.traversecitybusinessnews.com/
http://www.elhartlaw.com/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
09.18.09 I attended the Northwestern Bank’s VIP Green Celebration ribbon-cutting ceremony this morning 

in Suttons Bay, MI. This event commemorated Northwestern Bank’s South office as officially being 
Leelanau County’s first LEED-certified commercial building.  Congratulations to Northwestern 
Bank! 

 
 

 
Robert (Bob) Cornwell, of Cornwell Architects (www.cornwell-architects.com), proudly admires the finished 
architectural product! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
A staff member, Scott Hebert, from the Grand Traverse Resort and Spa recently was featured in a front page 
story in the Traverse City Record Eagle’s sport section (09/18/09).  Scott is the Head Pro at the Resort and we 
are very proud of his work and professional accomplishments!  He is definitely a strong asset to our Resort 
team and community.   
 
Please read the full story: http://www.record-eagle.com/sports/local_story_261073525.html?keyword=topstory  
 

 
 

Have an enjoyable weekend and week! 
 
 
Chairman Bailey 
 
www.gtbindians.org 
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