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Ahnee (Hello)! 
 
Happy Michigan Indian Day!  Michigan Indian Day is a State of Michigan Act passed in 1974.  The sponsor of 
the legislation was Rep. Michael A. Dively and (Traverse City’s own) William Milliken, who was the Governor 
of Michigan at that time.  The legislation was introduced to promote an accurate knowledge of Indian culture, 
history and legal status in the State’s population.  The legislation designated the last Friday in September to 
commemorate and teach about Indian diversity, both culturally and politically, to the general population of 
Michigan; it is also a celebration of the resiliency and continuity of Indian communities in Michigan. 
 
Tomorrow, Saturday 26th, in recognition and celebration of National Native American Wellbreity Month, 
GTB is a having the 2009 GTB Wellbreity Celebration.  This event is being held at the GTB Benzie-Manistee 
Tribal Outpost (7282 Hoadley Road, Benzonia, MI).  Please visit GTB’s website to view the event’s flyer 
(which includes a Wellbreity Pow Wow, Walk for Wellbreity, traditional feast, and a Round Dance in the 
evening): www.gtbindians.org   
 

   
09.18.09 I attended a National Indian Child Welfare Association (NICWA) benefit reception that was hosted 

by the Gun Lake Band of Pottawatomi Indians in Shelbyville, MI.  The reception was held at the 
Luella Collins Community Center.  I want to thank John Shagonaby (pictured in last picture; Gun 
Lake’s CEO) for the respectful invitation.  From NICWA, I was able to meet Terry Cross and Eddie 
Sherman (Eddie is 2nd from left and Terry is 4th from left in the middle picture). For more 
information on NICWA, please visit: www.nicwa.org  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.gtbindians.org/
http://www.nicwa.org/


 
 
 
 
 

  
09.21.09 Turtle Creek Casino and Hotel Employee Appreciation Day!!  On Monday, the Grand Traverse 

Resort and Casinos and Tribal Council expressed our appreciation and gratitude to our dedicated 
staff – Kchi Megwetch to our gaming employees of Turtle Creek Casino and Hotel for all your hard 
work and accomplishments!  In the first picture, two tribal member employees are Johnny 
Barrientoz and Nate Ghering taking part in the day’s festivities. (www.casino2win.com)  

 

 
09.22.09 Tribal Council began developing Council Goals and Objectives to help navigate during the financial 

tribal situation that we find ourselves in.  Council redefined past goals and objectives to better 
reflect the current economic and tribal trends.  I am very proud of the work and effort of our 
Council.  Our next scheduled session is set for October 2nd. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.casino2win.com/


 
 
 
 
 
 

  
09.22.09 Melissa Hromada (in the first picture) invited me to join her at the Open House for the new Eco 

Building Products store near downtown Traverse City (across from the BATA station – 130 Hall 
Street).  Melissa is the Marketing Director for Eco Building Products (www.Eco-
BuildingProducts.com). Please make sure you to take a moment and check out the exciting and 
environmentally-friendly building products being offered at this store! 

 

 
09.23.09 This was the initial meeting with the Munson Medical Center.  I definitely look forward to our 

planned future meetings to strengthen a working collaborative effort between the Munson Medical 
Center and the Grand Traverse Band.  Pictured above (L-R) are: Ed Ness (CEO and President; 
Munson Medical Center), George Bearup (MMC Hospital and Foundation Member) and John 
Petoskey (GTB General Counsel).  www.munsonhealthcare.org    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.eco-buildingproducts.com/
http://www.munsonhealthcare.org/


 
 
 
 
 
 

  
09.23.09 At the invite of Ray Pleva (President/CEO Cerise Nutraceuticals LC – www.cherrylotion.com), I 

visited the Grand Traverse Area Catholic Schools (GTACS – www.gtacs.org) and enjoyed a 
delicious lunch!  I personally want to thank Wayne Mueller and Michael Bauer (Executive Chef, 
Dining Services Director) for the kitchen tour.  I had heard about GTACS meal program where all 
the food is made from scratch and the incorporation of local foods make up students’ meals – and to 
say the least, I was very impressed with this approach towards healthy eating for our area’s future 
leaders! In the 2nd picture (L-R): Wayne Mueller, Ray Pleva and Tim Weber 

 

 
09.23.09 A pleasure to “officially” meet the new Leelanau County Administrator, Eric Cline.  Mr. Cline is 

standing next to me in the above picture.  An Open House/Meet and Greet was held this night at the 
Leelanau County Governmental Building in Lake Leelanau (www.leelanaucounty.com).  From (L-
R): Leelanau County Board Chair; Mary Tonneberger, County Commissioner; Melinda Lautner, 
Jean Watkoski and David Marshall. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.cherrylotion.com/
http://www.gtacs.org/
http://www.leelanaucounty.com/


 
 
 
 
 
 

  
09.24.09 Participated in “Building Strong Sovereign Nations Steering Committee” meeting held in Lansing, 

MI at Michigan State University.  This meeting focused on the upcoming conference planned for 
December 2-3, 2009 which will be held at the Little River Band of Ottawa Indians in Manistee, MI.  
GTB is proud to have been an original contributor to this effort and to have maintained involvement. 
This link will provide more information: https://www.msu.edu/unit/nai/BSSN_brochure_2007.pdf.    

 
Several individuals attended this meeting, but I would like to recognize two other tribal leaders that 
were in attendance (in the second picture, seated L-R): Little River Band of Ottawa Indians Ogema 
Larry Romanelli ( www.lrboi.com) and Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians Tribal Chairman 
Ken Harrington ( www.ltbbodawa-nsn.gov).  

 

 
09.24.09 I had a “quick moment” to capture a GTB tribal member in action!  Teaching an MSU law class, is 

Professor Matthew Fletcher.  Matthew is also the Director of MSU’s Indigenous Law and Policy 
Center (www.law.msu.edu/indigenous/center-clinic.html).  GTB is very proud of the work and 
accomplishments that Matthew has made in the State of Michigan and throughout Indian Country 
– keep of the great work! Please check out a website he maintains as well: 
www.turtletalk.wordpress.com.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://https://www.msu.edu/unit/nai/BSSN_brochure_2007.pdf
http://www.lrboi.com/
http://www.ltbbodawa-nsn.gov/
http://www.law.msu.edu/indigenous/center-clinic.html
http://www.turtletalk.wordpress.com/


 
 
 
 
 
 

 
09.25.09 Another exciting time with the WKLT Morning Show crew (www.wklt.com)!  I sincerely appreciate 

the time given by KLT to share and be a part of their programming!  Today, I was able to promote 
an awareness for Michigan Indian Day.  I always look forward to the next opportunity, and again 
(Omelette, Finster and Union Kate) – Megwetch!   

 
In the above picture (L-R) are: Omelette, Finster, and Union Kate.  Now, as a side note, I was there 
when Finster recorded Omelette’s blazing 40-yd dash!!  Omelette was successful in decreasing his 
time I believe from 6.3 to 6.1 seconds!  Interested in seeing the KLT’s version of Flash? Check out 
this link: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Y4grADJmfI. 
 

 
Have an enjoyable weekend and week, and again, Happy Michigan Indian Day!   
 
FYI – Tribal Government offices are closed today in recognition of Michigan Indian Day.  Staff will be returning to 
work on Monday at 8 AM. 
 
 
Chairman Bailey 
 
www.gtbindians.org 
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