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Ahnee (Hello)! 
 
First, Happy New Year!  This is the first email blast for the Year 2010 and I welcome a number of new 
readers!  I truly hope everyone enjoyed the holiday season and had several opportunities to relax and enjoy 
family and friends.  For all the work we do, family and friendships are what matter most.  In the work I do, I 
feel connected to the individuals I have know and meet for the first time.  It is incredibly encouraging to see 
the inspirational people that fill our world and are working hard to better the lives of all of us! 
 
The beginning of the week I was in Washington, DC, continuing the effort with the Indian Health Services 
(IHS - www.ihs.gov) Tribal Consultation process.  The workgroup was initiated and developed by IHS 
Director, Dr. Yvetter Roubideaux, and consists of 2 tribal elected officials from each IHS Area to review input 
and make recommendations.  The main focus was recommendations for improving the IHS consultation 
process with Tribal Nations.  I was honored to have been asked to represent the Grand Traverse Band and the 
Bemidji Area.  I want to thank IHS for providing the travel expense so that I might attend and participate. 
 
 

   
01.05.10 (1st picture): Tribal Consultation workgroup. (2 nd picture): seated 2nd from left is Stacy Bohlen, 

Executive Director of the National Indian Health Board (www.nihb.org), who addressed the 
consultation workgroup on the history, role and focus of the NIHB.  

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ihs.gov/
http://www.nihb.org/


 
 
 
 
 

 
01.06.10 (L-R): Dr. Kathleen Annette, IHS Acting Deputy Director-Field Operations; Red Cliff Band of Lake 

Superior Chippewa Chairperson Rose Gurnoe-Soulier (www.redcliff-nsn.gov); and IHS Director 
Dr. Yvette Roubideaux 

 

   
01.07.10 Thursday afternoon, State Representative Kevin Elsenheimer, House Republican Leader 

(www.gophouse.com/welcome.asp?District=105), sat down and had a candid discussion about 
Tribal/State relationships.  I appreciate Rep. Elsenheimer scheduling a meeting with me to share his 
thoughts and seek out mine in bettering the relationships in beautiful Northern Michigan!  I really 
like the 2nd picture, as Rep. Elsenheimer asked about GTB’s Tribal Nation Eagle Staff. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.redcliff-nsn.gov/
http://www.gophouse.com/welcome.asp?District=105


 
 
 
 

               
01.07.10 Last night from 7-9 PM, I attended a “Visioning Forum for Suttons Bay School” 

(www.suttonsbay.k12.mi.us).  This was an opportunity for the public to attend an informational 
session that addressed challenges being faced due to state budget cuts, personal student highlights 
on Suttons Bay Schools, and allowed for questions/answers.   

 
(1st picture) Superintendent Michael Murray addresses the audience with opening remarks. (2nd 
picture); Peter Spadafore, Assistant Director Government Relations, representing Save Our 
Students, Schools and State (www.sosmichigan.org).    Peter shared the 3-Point Mission of 
SOSMichigan: 

1. Fix school funding system 
2. Communication and Grass Roots Advocacy 
3. Support efficiency and effectiveness 

 

 
01.07.10 State Representative Dan Scripps (http://101.housedems.com) addressing the audience at last nights 

Visioning Forum. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.suttonsbay.k12.mi.us/
http://www.sosmichigan.org/
http://101.housedems.com/


 
 
 
 
 

 
01.08.10 I enjoyed my morning visit with local resident Carolyn Faught with our discussion focusing on the future 

of Suttons Bay schools.  What was quickly evident, was the shared vision for promoting Suttons Bay 
schools and embracing the educational diversity that the school system offers.  Ms. Faught invites us all 
to join on Facebook the group - "We Love Suttons Bay Schools".  I know I will! 

 

 
01.08.10 Diana Fairbanks, Anchor/Reporter for 7&4 News (www.upnorthlive.com), visited my office today on an 

upcoming story regarding a potential cross-deputization agreement with Grand Traverse County.  We 
also discussed the Tribal Council’s 2% allocation process.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.upnorthlive.com/


 
 
 
 
NEWS SECTION: 
Since my last report, several articles about the Grand Traverse Band appeared in the Traverse City Record Eagle 

(www.record-eagle.com).  They are as follows: 
 

·  GT Resort president steps down: www.record-eagle.com/archivesearch/local_story_006075214.html  
 
·  Editorial: Wishes for the New Year: www.record-eagle.com/archivesearch/local_story_001002826.html 

(Thank you to the TC Record Eagle for the Holiday and New Year wishes – it is appreciated!) 
 

·  GT Band, Benzie schools team up to teach:  
www.record-eagle.com/archivesearch/local_story_364073059.html 

 

�  And, one I am most proud of features two GTB tribal youth/students (Marcus Russell and Dwaun 
Anderson) at Suttons Bay Schools in a recent high school basketball victory against a fellow local school: 

 
   Russell leads Suttons Bay past Comets: 
·  www.record-eagle.com/sports/local_story_008073130.html?keyword=topstory 

  
 
Another publication being introduced into our communities by the TC Record Eagle is a quarterly published 
magazine appropriately titled, “Reflections By The Bays”.  The Winter 2010 edition just recently hit 
newsstands and writer Loraine Anderson does an excellent job on detailing both the historical and present 
account of the Grand Traverse Band.  I encourage all to pick up your copy and/or subscribe for future 
editions. 
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http://www.record-eagle.com/
http://www.record-eagle.com/archivesearch/local_story_006075214.html
http://www.record-eagle.com/archivesearch/local_story_001002826.html
http://www.record-eagle.com/archivesearch/local_story_364073059.html
http://www.record-eagle.com/sports/local_story_008073130.html?keyword=topstory
http://www.record-eagle.com/reflections


 
 
 
  

Happy New Year!   
 

Chairman Bailey 
 

 (Photo courtesy of the TC Record Eagle; Jan-Michael Stump) 
 
www.gtbindians.org 
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http://www.gtbindians.org/

