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Ahnee (Hello)! 

 

Ahhéwarmer weather! But since when did ñmid 30ôsò feel warm?!  I am not complaining though as it is nice 

to see pavement on our roads and not sliding on turns.  2010 is already on a high pace and you can sense a 

higher level of optimism for the next decade.  I look forward to hopefully being a part of that success!   

 

Before I report on my past weekôs meetings, I wanted to inform the local communities of an event sponsored 

through Northwestern Michigan College (http://www.nmc.edu): 

 

Native American film maker Chris Eyre will present "Smoke Signals," his signature work and winner of the Audience Award at the 1998 

Sundance Film Festival, in a free showing at 7 p.m. Jan. 20 in Milliken Auditorium. The showing will be followed by a question and answer 

session. Currently filming a new production in Traverse City, Eyre has been called the pre-eminent Native American filmmaker of his time. A 

community college alumnus, his career was born at Oregon's Mt. Hood Community College, where he majored in television production. 

According to his website, "It was here that he learned the basics of three-camera television and his desire to become a director was born." 

Other films include "Skins" and "A Thousand Roads." The event is sponsored by the NMC Student Life office. 

For more information, please contact Lisa Blackford, director of Student Life (231) 995-1043 (lblackford@nmc.edu). 

 

Another exciting event, happening in Traverse City is the ñTraverse City Tomorrowò event: 

What do you want Traverse City to be? What things should we preserve? Get rid of? Improve? As we head into 2010, the 
City of Traverse City invites you to take part in a special interactive event at the City Opera House featuring local leaders 
and hometown heroes sharing ideas for the future of Traverse City.  
 
Moderated by Mary Grover of the League of Women Voters, panel guests will discuss local success stories and take 
questions and suggestions from the audience on how we can make Traverse City "more like Traverse City." Guests 
include (in alphabetical order):  
 
Derek J. Bailey - Tribal Chairman of the Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians 
 
Don Coe - Managing Partner of Black Star Farms 
 
Michael Moore - Oscar-Winning Filmmaker and Founder of the Traverse City Film Festival 
 
Ed Ness - President and CEO of Munson Medical Center 
 
Tim Nelson - President of Northwestern Michigan College 
 
Marsha Smith - Executive Director of Rotary Charities 
 
 

http://www.nmc.edu/
http://www.chriseyre.org/
mailto:%20(lblackford@nmc.edu


 

 
 
 
The TC City Commission and leaders of local governments throughout the region will be in attendance at the event. Ideas 
and suggestions generated by the discussion will be used to drive priority-setting in our community over the next year. In 
addition to live audience participation, there will be numerous opportunities for audience members to leave their 
comments and feedback at the event. 
 
Traverse City Tomorrow is free and open to the public, and will be televised live on Up North 2 (Channel 
97)  as well as streamed live online at www.upnorthmedia.org .  Refreshments will be served at a free reception with 
panel guests immediately following the event.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
01.11.10 Marsha Smith and I met to discuss the Grand Vision agenda/focus and implementation 

(www.theGrandVision.org).  I am looking forward to attending the next Grand Vision CORE 

meeting scheduled for January 28
th

 at 3 PM at the TC Area Chamber of Commerce Building. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date: Monday, January 25, 2010 
Time: 7:00pm - 9:00pm 
Location: City Opera House e 
Street: 106 East Front St, TC 

http://www.upnorthmedia.org/
http://www.thegrandvision.org/


 

 

 

 

 

       
01.11.10 I was honored on Monday to speak to the Optimist Club in Traverse City (http://tc -optimist.org).  

In the 2
nd

 picture is Kevin Jaegar, President of the Optimist Club making opening remarks before I 

spoke. I sincerely enjoyed being able to present and learn more about the Optimist Club ï I 

encourage everyone too as well! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
01.12.10 I toured the icon Learning center (www.iconlearning.org) to learn more about the educational 

offerings that are provided.  Megwetch (thank you) to Brian Lynch (Director) and (Ryan Schrock, 

icon Learning instructor) for their time and sharing.  Ryan is pictured above. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://tc-optimist.org/
http://www.iconlearning.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 
01.13.10 On Wednesday, GTB Tribal Council worked again towards completing Tribal Council Goals and 

Objectives.  I was proud of the discussion, suggestions and expressed vision from Council during 

this meeting. 

 

 

   
01.13.10 I was honored to sit on the ñ21

st
 Century Education: Our Village in the Modern Worldò panel.  This 

event was held at 7 PM at the Elk Rapids Public High School (http://www.erschools.com).  The 

evening provided wonderful discussion and better understanding on the knowledge economy 

transition we are experiencing and should be planning for. Topic areas included: Adult Learning, 

International Baccalaureate, ReImagine Education and ñRace to the Topò. 

 

The 1
st
 picture highlights the panel (from L-R): Julie Doyal, Amy Schindler, moderator/organizer 

Terry Miller, Lori Bailey, Christina Luckey -Nelson, John Hoover, and Mike Hill.  Mike is pictured 

in the second picture speaking (end of table), and is the Superintendent for the Traverse Bay Area 

Intermediate School District (http://www.tbaisd.k12.mi.us).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.erschools.com/
http://www.tbaisd.k12.mi.us/


 

 

 

 
01.13.10 Audience at the 21

st
 Century Education forum.  From Elk Rapids Live, please click on the links 

below for a better understanding of the evenings focus and discussion. 

 
http://elkrapidsliv e.spaces.live.com/blog/cns!FF6DF38EB63687EA!1873.entry   Part 1  

 
http://elkrap idslive.spaces.live.com/blog/cns!FF6DF38EB63687EA!1875.entry   Part 2  

 

 

 

 

 
01.14.10 The Traverse City Area Chamber of Commerce coordinated the Michigan Economic Development 

Corporation (MEDC) Regional Forum that was held at the Crystal Mountain Resort.  In the above 

picture, Tino Breithaupt (Senior Vice President of Economic Development; (TC Chamber of 

Commerce - http://www.tcchamber.org) introduces the keynote speaker, D. Gregory (Greg) Main; 

President and CEO of MEDC. The MEDC (http://themedc.org) is the State of Michiganôs lead 

economic development agency.  Please click on the following link from the Traverse City Record 

Eagle regarding the morningôs meeting:  

 

http://www.record -eagle.com/local/local_story_015073621.html  

 

 


