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Ahnee (Hello)! 

 

So the Spring season took a step backéwell, for one thing we are another week closer to when that 

actually begins!  This was an extremely busy week for me and I hope that you enjoy this weekôs email 

blast.  Remember, if you have any further questions and/or comments from reading my blasts ï please 

contact me so that I can share more. 

 

Before I begin though, I want to mention the sad and sudden passing of a fellow tribal leader in 

Michigan.  Chairperson Laura Spurr of the Nottawaseppi Huron Band of Potawatomi Indians passed 

away last Friday.  Chair Spurr was working hard, as always, for her Nation and Indian Country when 

she walked on.  Our thoughts and prayers go out to her family and Tribal Nation during this time.  

Here is further information:  

 

¶ http://www.battlecreekenquirer.com/article/20100221/NEWS01/2210328  

¶ http://www.mlive.com/business/west-michigan/index.ssf/2010/02/late-

week_services_set_for_tri.html  

 

 
02.19.10 I want to thank (pictured above speaking) Patricia Soutas-Little for her invitation for me to join in 

discussion regarding Leelanauôs early childhood efforts/initiative.  From those in attendance, it 

was quite remarkable to me the dedication, commitment and sincere care there is for the 

http://www.battlecreekenquirer.com/article/20100221/NEWS01/2210328
http://www.mlive.com/business/west-michigan/index.ssf/2010/02/late-week_services_set_for_tri.html
http://www.mlive.com/business/west-michigan/index.ssf/2010/02/late-week_services_set_for_tri.html


 
educational development (and wellbeing) of our Leelanau youth.  Developing this as a priority for 

our youth will only make our areas stronger in the future in the areas of leadership, economics, 

and as visionaries. 

 

 

  
02.20.10 On Saturday, I attended a board meeting for Michigan Indian Employment and Training 

Services.  I have had the honor of being on this board for almost 13 years!  The 2nd picture is 

Angie Francisco and Board Chair, Steve Parsons (who is also on the Little River Band of Ottawa 

Indians Tribal Council).  

 



 

  

 
02.22.10 Rachel Smolker presented to Tribal Council on the environmental impact and concerns associated 

with utilizing biomass plants for energy purposes.  This was a very engaging discussion with 

questions from Tribal Council, staff and invited guests.  The GTB sincerely appreciates the time 

spent with Ms. Smolker and honored to have her share her expertise with all of us in attendance.  

(Rachel, in 1st picture) is next to the screen), and in the 2nd picture from L -R are Môlynn Hartwell, 

Lee Sprague, Jeff Gibbs, Tribal Manager Jane Rohl, Tom Callison and Chris Wise (GTBôs 

Natural Resources Department). 

Rachel Smolker is co-director of Biofuelwatch (http://www.biofuelwatch.org.uk/index.php) and is an 

organizer with Climate SOS. She has Ph.D. in biology from the University of Michigan. After spending 

many years studying ecology and zoology in natural ecosystems, she turned her attention to climate 

change and activism. She has written extensively on biofuels and biomass, written the report, ñThe Real 

Cost of Agrofuels: Food, Forests, People and Climate,ò and is a longtime participant in the global climate 

justice movement. She lives in Vermont. 

 

http://www.biofuelwatch.org.uk/index.php


 

 
02.23.10 I appreciate Linda Heplerôs outreach to GTB as she is working on the ñLeelanau Visitorôs Guideò 

(http://leelanauvisitorsguide.com), which is produced by the Leelanau Enterprise.  Ms. Hepler is a 

freelance writer who was hired to work on this project. 

 

 
02.23.10 I had a wonderful evening with the Board and staff of the Conservation Resource Alliance (CRA - 

http://river care.org).  The CRA Board invited me to share and answer questions that pertained to 

furthering our working relationship and how to improve communication.  Soéthis was an easy 

night for me, as GTB and CRA have had successful projects that we have worked together on (and 

also currently) and also a past GTB staff member (Nate Winkler) now works for CRA.  Plus ï 

they have great staff and board members! 

 

http://leelanauvisitorsguide.com/

