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Ahnee (Hello)! 

 

This weekôs email blast focuses primarily on my trip to DC to attend MAST Impact Week (http://m -a-s-t.org).  

The Midwest Alliance of Sovereign Tribes, (MAST), founded in 1996, represents the 35 sovereign tribal 

nations of Michigan, Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Iowa.  Altogether, MAST represents nearly 200,000 American 

Indian people.  Also attending were representation from Tribal organizations such as Inter-Tribal Council of 

Michigan and United Tribes of Michigan. 

MAST's mission is to "advance, protect, preserve, and enhance the mutual interests, treaty rights, sovereignty, and 

cultural way of life of the sovereign nations of the Midwest throughout the 21st century." The organization 

coordinates important public policy issues and initiatives at the state, regional and federal levels, promotes unity 

and cooperation among member tribes and advocates for member tribes. (taken from the MAST website) 

 
03.08.10 (L-R): Bryan Newland (BIA Policy Advisor and BMIC member), Cathy Abramson (SS Marie Tribal 

Council member), and Tanya Wanageshik (GTB attorney).  To quote Councilor Abramsonôs post from 

my facebook site, ñThis was one of the most productive MAST meetings that I have attended. So proud to 

see our Anishanabe people out in DC working hard for our people.ò Cathy, I could not have said it any 

better! 

 

http://m-a-s-t.org/


 

   
03.8.10 I appreciated the two pictured presenters above who took time out of their busy schedules to attend 

a portion of the MAST meeting and update the Midwest Tribes, also for the allowance for a Q&A 

period. 

 

1
st
 picture: Mr. Larry Echo Hawk, BIA A ssistant Secretary 

2
nd

 picture: Kimberly Teehee, Senior Policy Advisor for Native American Affairs, White House 

Domestic Policy Council 

 

   
03.09.10 (1

st
 picture): Ernie Stevens, Jr; Chairman, National Indian Gaming Association 

(http://www.indiangaming.org) provided an update regarding items impacting tribal gaming.  (2
nd

 

picture): Cathy Abramson, SS Marie Tribal Council and Bemidji Region representative on the 

National Indian Health Board promoting discussion on the health disparities and level of need 

funding issues with Midwest Tribes. 

 

http://www.indiangaming.org/


 

   
03.09.10 Stacy Bohlen (1

st
 picture), Executive Director of the National Indian Health Board (www.nihb.org) 

and Jessica Burger (Director of Government Relations) provided an HIHB update and legislative 

report. 

 

 
03.11.10 The infamous Scott Vele, MAST Executive Director going over the weekôs agenda.  Scott did a great 

job, as always, with the MAST Impact Week meeting in DC.  I am very proud of his work on behalf 

of all Midwest Tribes.  Excellent job! 

 

 

 

 

 

 


