
 

 
 

   Derek J. Bailey, Tribal Chairman     

   Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians 

   2605 N West Bayshore Dr 

   Peshawbestown, MI 49682 

    (231) 534-7103 
 

 

 

 

 

Ahnee (Hello)! 

 

78 degrees outside!  I hope that the readers in northern Michigan are enjoying themselves today with the 

warmer temperatures (I’m looking at my motorcycle right now…  ).  Feels good to have the 

office windows open today!   

 

At the end of this week’s blast, I share about a benefit dinner/alumni game taking place tonight at Suttons Bay 

High School – I hope you can make it for a good cause:    

http://www.leelanaunews.com/drupal/index.php?q=node/17753 

 

 

   
04.27.10 I participated, as Chair of ITC, at the Inter-Tribal Council of MI Board meeting, which was held in 

Sault Ste. Marie, MI.  I was honored again with the nomination and selection to continue as Chair 

of ITC’s governing board.  ITC’s governing board is comprised of the Chairs, President, and Chief 

positions of 11 of the 12 federally-reaffirmed MI Tribes (Little River Band of Ottawa Indians is not 

active on the ITC board with a position).  Both pictures above show respective tribal leaders and 

staff of ITC (www.itcmi.org). 

  

http://www.leelanaunews.com/drupal/index.php?q=node/17753
http://www.itcmi.org/


 

 
04.29.10 Another encouraging meeting with Leelanau County Commission Chair, Mary Tonneberger.  I 

appreciate Chair Tonneberger’s efforts, and also her fellow County Commissioners, on behalf of 

ALL Leelanau County citizens.  The Grand Traverse Band has a six-county service area 

(Charlevoix, Antrim, Grand Traverse, Leelanau, Benzie, and Manistee) and we are proud of our 

commitment to developing working relationships and partnerships – all counties are beautiful in 

their own right! 

 

 
04.29.10 Jeff Connolly (above) of Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan addressed attendees at the West 

Michigan Policy Forum that was held on Thursday at the Traverse City Golf and Country Club.  As 

reported by 9&10 News (http://www.9and10news.com/Category/Story/?id=223781&cID=1), “More 

than 100 business leaders in the Traverse City area came out Thursday morning to discuss the 

priorities to fix Michigan's economy. West Michigan Businessmen, Doug DeVos and Jeff Connolly 

led the discussion on what to push for in Lansing to bring businesses to Michigan.  One of the main 

priorities is to eliminate the Michigan Business Tax.”  Rumor has it that Ray Pleva was also there...! 

 

For more information on the West MI Policy Forum, please click here:  

         http://www.grandrapids.org/Default.aspx?p=e5616h6458B089h76G  

 

http://www.9and10news.com/Category/Story/?id=223781&cID=1
http://www.grandrapids.org/Default.aspx?p=e5616h6458B089h76G


 

 
04.30.10 This morning I met with Jerry O. Kooiman (Assistant Dean for External Relationsns; MSU) and 

Christy LaVene (Community Administrator; MSU) regarding MSU’s College of Human Medicine 

(http://www.munsonhealthcare.org/munson/employment_volunteer/msu_chm/msu_chm.php) and 

what potential exists between MSU and GTB in furthering Anishinaabe (AI/AN) enrollment and 

opportunities with GTB health services.  There was no direction given during the meeting, but only 

expressing how the relationship might work.  Next step, having Jerry and Christy present to the 

Tribal Council. 

 

 

 

  

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

 

 

→This evening at the Suttons Bay Public High School, there is a spaghetti benefit dinner and alumni basketball 

game.  The event begins at 5 PM, and I believe the game is at 7 PM.  The cost is $5 per person with a $20 maximum 

per family.  There will also be a raffle for donated door prizes (I believe over 140 items!). 

 

The benefit dinner/alumni game is to assist Becky, and Paul, Wheelock with her continuing medical expenses for 

cancer treatment.  The Wheelocks are well-known in Leelanau County and it is so inspiring to see the community 

and families showing support for them during this difficult time.  I hope those that can make it are able too! 

 

 

→“Take a Step In Our Moccasins”- a Pow Wow to celebrate this years graduates of Suttons Bay Public School.  

The Pow Wow will be on May 8, 2010 from Noon to 6 PM.  For more information, please contact Marco Dedenbach 

at 231-271-8600, ext. 347.  This Jiingtamok (pow wow) is being brought to us by the SBHS Tribal Student Council – 

a great group of students! 

 

 

→27th Annual Grand Traverse Band Education Banquet, Thursday May 20, 2010 from 6-9 PM at the 

Strongheart Center in Peshawbestown.  For more information, please contact Joyce Wilson at 231-534-7765. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.munsonhealthcare.org/munson/employment_volunteer/msu_chm/msu_chm.php


 

Have a Great Weekend and Week! 

 

Chairman Bailey 

 

 (Photo courtesy of the TC Record Eagle; Jan-Michael Stump) 

 

www.gtbindians.org 

 

 

“A Nation grows stronger when built upon shared visions.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gtbindians.org/

