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Ahnee (Hello)! 
 
As I begin this week’s email blast, there are two important mentions to make.  First, on May 27, 2010 
(Thursday), the Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians recognized and celebrated our 
30th Anniversary of being federally reaffirmed (recognized).  This significant and memorable day gave 
reflection to tribal members how far we as a Sovereign Nation have come.  From a couple hundred 
tribal members, to today’s citizenship of 4,093 you can see how we have grown.  The GTB is honored 
and humbled to be recognized as the largest employer in Leelanau County and the 2nd/3rd largest 
employer in Northern Michigan (behind Munson Healthcare).  The shift between 2nd and 3rd is due to 
seasonal workforces.  We also pay tribute to those early community/tribal leaders for their efforts, 
vision and commitment in taking our Nation forward and providing for what we have today – Kchi 
Megwetch! 
 
The next mention is of course with this being Memorial Weekend.  At this time, gratitude, appreciation 
and recognition is given all veterans of all wars and all services.  It is important to remember that the 
rights we hold today, and especially our Indigenous Rights, were protected by these Men and Women.  
I also ask everyone to remember our Prisoners of War and those Missing in Action throughout not only 
this weekend but throughout the year – many have never returned home to our communities and 
families. 
 

   
05.21.10 On Friday night, my family and I attended the Traverse City Festival of Birds that was held 

at the Opera House in downtown Traverse City.  This event combined music with 



 
presentations of raptor birds from Wings of Wonder (http://wingsofwonder.org).  I had the 
distinct honor of sharing about the Red Tail Hawk, when “Pearl” was introduced to the 
audience.  (on a side note, the couple in the front row – and probably known to many readers 
– are my Uncle and Aunt, John and Maren Bailey)  

 

   
05.22.10 During the day Saturday, the 1st Annual “Seven Generations mini Pow Wow” was held in 

Elk Rapids at the Elk Rapids High School football field.  The weather was perfect, and even 
though we had few dancers and drums, everyone had a fun time!  The 2nd picture is of 
Sturgeon Bay Singers who sang well all day – and they did plenty of singing! 

 

  

 
05.22.10 On Saturday night, I attended the “We Are E.R.” fundraiser dinner/auction held at the 

Grand Traverse Resort and Spa.  I was honored to sit with both a GTB Elder and a 1951 
graduate of Elk Rapids, Percy “Chief” Anderson.  In the 2nd picture is State Rep. Kevin 
Elsenheimer and Elk Rapids Public Schools Superintendent Dave Prissel 
(http://www.erschools.com). 

 



 

   
05.23.10 At Turtle Creek Casino and Hotel, a weekend Cherry Capital Con 

(http://www.cherrycapitalcon.com) pre-show event took place with featured DC Comics 
artist, Ethan Van Sciver.  In the first picture, Mike Akerly of Top Comics in Traverse City is 
shown with fellow staff and volunteers who all share the enthusiasm for comics.  My 
daughters and I had a great time and I truly cherish Ethan’s drawing of Thor – he is an 
amazing talent!  Please see the end of this newsletter for more info on the upcoming C3 
event. 

 

 
05.23.10 I just had to share a closer image of Ethan’s Thor; which he drew in under 30 minutes while 

talking and asking questions the whole time. 
 



 

 
05.24.10 I attended the Retirement celebration for Traverse City Area Public Schools Superintendent 

James Feil.  From our first meeting, Superintendent Feil always promoted increasing 
communication and collaboration with the GTB.  I appreciate his efforts, and commitment, 
in meeting the concerns and needs of our Tribal students, and we wish him well in his future 
educational positions! 

 

     
05.25.10 At the Leelanau County Planning Commission meeting, Marsha Smith (Executive Director; 

Rotary Charities of Traverse City), presents to the Planning Commissioners regarding the 
Grand Vision and how that affects Leelanau County (http://www.thegrandvision.org).  Also 
attending (2nd picture) sitting L-R are: Jen Hutchinson (Communications Coordinator), Sally 
Guzowski, Executive Director; Leelanau Peninsula Chamber of Commerce - 
http://www.leelanauchamber.com/content.asp?pl=15&contentid=15) and Mary Tonneberger 
(Chair; Leelanau County Board of Commissioners).  Also, good to see my friend Ray Pleva 
as well! 

 



 

   
05.26.10 I attended on Wednesday night, the Grand Traverse Area Catholic Schools “Faith in our 

Future” Donor Reception (at Red Ginger).  To learn more about GTACS, please visit: 
http://gtacs.org  

 

   
05.27.10 At Benzie County Central Schools (http://www.benzieschools.net), and in collaboration 

between BCCS Administration and GTB, we held a pow wow in the high school gymnasium.  
In the first picture, our Head Veteran Jack Swanson goes over details while host drum, 
Medicine Lodge Singers gets ready.  The 2nd picture fully captures the good time we had!  I 
was amazed at how willing and open the students were to participating.  Plus, their respectful 
attention throughout the pow wow/educational times was sincerely appreciated! 

 

   



 
05.27.10 Prior to the pow wow, the school had arranged a luncheon with the High School students.  In 

the first picture, GTB Tribal Elders from Benzie County enjoy their meal, and in the 2nd 
picture (L-R) are Tom Shomin (GTB member), Superintendent Dave Micinski and Renee 
Osgood (BCPS faculty – Civics teacher). Superintendent Micinski and Ms. Osgood put forth 
a genuine effort with this cultural opportunity, and it definitely showed!  Everyone had a 
great time, and we look forward to next year! 

 

   
05.28.10 Today, we held our annual GTB Government All Staff meeting.  In the workplace you rarely 

get the opportunity to come together, so to me these are memorable times when you see first-
hand all the great individuals (staff) that we have!  We owe them our successes and 
commitment to the progressive growth of the Tribe – Megwetch! 

 

 
05.28.10 The theme this year for the All Staff meeting was “the 80’s”.  As you can see above, we had 

several GTB employees who dressed up in their “80’s” gear, and congratulations to Joseph 
Raphael (Maintenance staff) who received 1st place with his Prince outfit! 

 



 

 
05.28.10 State Representative Kevin Elsenheimer 

(http://www.gophouse.com/welcome.asp?District=105) and I had another good discussion 
this morning, continuing on from the first time we met.  As Rep. Elsenheimer is term-limited 
in the House, we wish him well on his bid for District Judge (Antrim, Grand Traverse, and 
Leelanau Counties). 

 

 
Tribal Councilor, and Treasurer on Executive Council, Rebecca “Becky” Woods has officially 
submitted her resignation to the Tribal Council today.  Becky has recently been offered employment 
with GTB in becoming the Tribe’s CFO and will begin officially in this position next Tuesday.  Tribal 
Council wishes Becky well in her new position, and in recognition of her work and dedication as a 
Council member with the Grand Traverse Band we proudly express, “Kchi Megwetch”! 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

�  Memorial Day Event in Leelanau County: Leelanau County’s official Memorial Day observance will 
be held this year at the site of the county’s new Veterans Memorial plaza on Government Center Drive off 
Duck Lake Road (M-204) in Suttons Bay Township at 9:30 AM on Monday, May 31st. Please pick up this 
week’s Leelanau Enterprise to read more. 
 
 

� Northport: A Veteran of the War of 1812, who is buried in the Leelanau Township Cemetery in 
Northport, will receive special notice this year at Northport’s Memorial Day ceremonies.  Activities begin at 



 
10:30 AM.  Please click here for full story and more info: http://record-eagle.com/local/x433575106/War-of-
1812-vet-to-be-honored   
� Please pick up a copy of today’s Traverse City Record Eagle for Memorial Day events happening 
throughout Northern Michigan. 
 

 � Acme’s Memorial Day Ceremony on Monday, May 31st. Yuba Cemetery at 9:00 AM. 
 

� Cherry Capital Con (C3) is a comic book convention that celebrates the medium of comics, rather than 
a specific genre. At C3, all comics are equal; as are their creators and their fans. The organizers of C3 intend 
to prove to the world that comic conventions—just like comics fans and the comics, themselves—don’t have 
to be “this” or “that”. They can just be what they are…which is simply “cool”. 

  
  DATE/HOURS 

C32010 will be held June 12th and 13th, 2010. The show will open at 11am and close at 7pm on both 
days. 
  
  

VENUE 
Once again, C3 will be held at The Grand Traverse Resort in beautiful Traverse City, MI. 

  
 

 
 
Have a Great Weekend and Week! 

 
Chairman Bailey 

 (Photo courtesy of the TC Record Eagle; Jan-Michael Stump) 
 
www.gtbindians.org 
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