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Ahnee (Hello)! 

 

The first thing I want to do is wish Dora Willis (the person that keeps my world together!) a Happy Birthday 

today!!  Dora officially becomes an Elder of GTB, and yes, is already using this new ñstatusò to her benefit! 

 

Secondly, on Sunday, I want to wish all fathers, Uncles, Grandfathers and those who have an active role as a 

father in a childôs life, a Happy Fatherôs Day!! 

 

I look forward to attending tonight the Grand Traverse Regional Community Foundation Reception at the 

Milliken Auditorium.  I appreciate the invitation from Dr. Phil Ellis (Community Foundation Exe cutive 

Director  - http://www.gtrcf.org ) to attend this event.  For more information, please read this weekôs Record 

Eagle article: http://record -eagle.com/herald/x371478827/Gala-celebrates-organizations-mission  

 

   
06.18.10 Doraôs birthday cake (delicious ïgreat job Hansen Food Store!), and some of those that attended 

her surprise birthday (work) party.  Phyllis Wanageshik, Gail Manzano and Jean Warren told some 

great ñearlier yearsò stories of Dora! 

 

http://www.gtrcf.org/
http://record-eagle.com/herald/x371478827/Gala-celebrates-organizations-mission


 

   
06.12.10 I had the honor of emceeing the 31

st
 Annual Homecoming of the Three Fires pow wow this past 

weekend in Grand Rapids, MI.  Here are two pictures from the afternoon Grand Entry.  We had 10 

drums show up and over 70 registered dancers.  The weather was great and I am already looking 

forward to the next pow wow (for me, that will be the Little River Band of Ottawa Indians 

Jiingtamok in Manistee, MI on July 3
rd

/4
th

 weekend). 

 

 

   
06.13.10 (1

st
 picture): L -R: Chairman DK Sprague (Gun Lake Band of Potawatomi Indians) and Chairman 

Ron Yobb (Grand River Band of Ottawa Indians) attending the Three Fires pow wow.  The GRBOI 

sponsors the two-day pow wow ï great job! 

 

(2
nd

 picture): 1 of the 10 drums that showed up for the pow wow; this one is NDN Trail and GTB 

citizens Lakota Raphael, Aaron Chivis and Rick Raphael are on this drum.  Also pictured (wearing 

the blue hat) is Billy Syrette. 

 


