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Ahnee (Hello)! 

 

We have exciting, and proud, news to share on a recent accomplishment for a GTB tribal citizen ï Liz Cook, 

GTBôs Administrative Assistant/Paralegal.  On Wednesday, Ms. Cook was informed that she had successfully 

passed the Michigan State Bar Exam!!  We are so proud of Lizôs professional, and educational, achievement ï 

Congratulations! 

 

   
06.21.10 GTB citizen, Liz Cook proudly displaying her notification letter of her achievement in passing the 

February 2010 Bar Exam! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

   
06.22.10 On Tuesday, I had the pleasure of attending ñThe World Pow Wowò at Ah-nab-awen park near 

downtown Grand Rapids, MI.  The park is located right next to the Grand River.  There was an 

excellent turnout, with spiritual leaders from around the world attending and participating in the 

mini -Pow Wow.  The host drum was Chippewa Travelers (2
nd

 picture), who recently earned the top 

Pow Wow Idol spot (http://powwowidol.powwows.com).  

 

 

   
06.23.10 I was in Mt. Pleasant on Wednesday participating in an IHS (Indian Health Services) Consultation 

Meeting with Bemidji Area Tribal Leaders and Health Directors.  Our discussion focused on 

Contract Health Services (CHS), Funding, Data/Statistics, IT, Consultation, and an Area Health 

Board.  It was always good to see friends and family.  In the first picture at the end of the table is 

Jenny Jenkins (Executive Officer; Division of Program Support).  AND, I have to recognize from 

the S.S. Marie Tribal Council, Cathy Abramson (smiling), who provided complimentary words 

about the email blasts ï Megwetch Councilor! 

 

In the 2
nd

 picture (in the forefront) is Gun Lake Band Tribal Councilor Phyllis Davis.  At the end of 

the table is Dr. Culpepper (Pokagon Band Health Director) and next to him is Sharon 

Sierzputowski (Little Traverse Band Health Director).  The meeting was very informative and also 

shows IHSôs commitment to consultation efforts with Tribal Nations 

(http://www.ihs.gov/FacilitiesServices/AreaOffices/Bemidji/bemidji-about.asp).  
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http://www.ihs.gov/FacilitiesServices/AreaOffices/Bemidji/bemidji-about.asp


 

 

 

 

   
06.23.10 On Wednesday night I attended another meeting with Early Childhood Investors of Leelanau 

County.  In the 1
st
 picture (standing) is Patricia Soutas-Little and seated at the table is Maggie 

Sprattmoran.  Maggie always gives inspirational messages to the importance of investing in early 

childhood development.  Did you know that 90% of the brain is developed before children enter 

kindergarten? Or that most of the human brain develops based on the experiences and relationships 

a child has before age five?  From an economical stand ï promoting the health of young children 

before age five saves society up to $65 billion in future healthcare costs.   

 

Being a part of this group has definitely increased my awareness and need to advocate for further 

funding in early childhood development initiatives! 

 

   
06.24.10 On Thursday afternoon, I traveled with Desmond Berry (1

st
 picture ï GTBôs Environmental 

Services Coordinator), and one of the spots we visited was Kidôs Creek (near the Great Wolf 

Lodge).  This stream restoration effort was accomplished by a partnership between the Grand 

Traverse Conservation District and GTB.  Work that was done was bank stabilization (due to a 

removal of a dam), and efforts to allow the stream to return, as close as possible, to its natural form.   

 


