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Ahnee (Hello)! 
 
First, I want to wish everyone a “Happy Holidays and New Years!” I hope that you can enjoy time with your 
family and friends over the next two weeks, and really remember to embrace and cherish these times.  For all 
the work we do, family and friends is what matters most!  Please also be safe in your holiday travels. 
 
This week’s email blast begins with some “holiday cheer” from GTB employees that work within our Health 
Department.  All are also GTB members and have lived and worked in our communities for most of their lives. 
 

      
1st picture: Wanda Raphael (Medicine Lodge Receptionist and Michelle Shaw (CHR).  2nd picture is Jennifer 
Greensky (Contract Health Specialist) and Stella Memberto (Contract Health Specialist). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
(above): Bill Martell, LLMSW (Parent Educator), wishing everyone a Happy Holidays from the Behavioral 
Health programs! 
 
Below is a recent mailing from President Obama to Tribal Leaders who attend the historic Tribal Nations 
Conference on November 5, 2009.  I apologize for the clarity of the scan, but I thought it was important to 
include the President’s letter as it speaks to his commitment for Indian Country: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

     
12.11.09 Last Friday I received a great tour of the Grand Traverse Pavilions (www.gtpavilions.com), and I 

want to thank Patti DeAgostino (Development and Marketing Director) and Kory Hansen (CEO).  The 
Pavilions provides a continuum of health care and residential services that is community-based.  I 
encourage you to please visit their website to learn more.  It is quite extensive!  

   
It was very inspiring to hear Patti and Kory’s dedication and commitment to the wonderful services the 
Pavilions offers its residents.  Great job! 

 
12.17.09 GTB Tribal Manager, Jane Rohl, and I met with administration from the Benzie County Central 

Schools system (www.benzie.k12.mi.us).  Our discussion was exciting and also very encouraging 
regarding educational programming focused on American Indian understanding.  School officials 
are actively looking to engage the GTB in assisting with Native educational opportunities.  Most 
“eye-catching” to me was the prepared thought for the meeting.  GTB looks forward to working 
with the Benzie County Central Schools system for both GTB/American Indian students and all 
students in general!  

  
 Pictured above (L-R): Renee Osgood (Social Studies Director), Superintendent David Micinski, 

Jane Rohl and Principal Pete Olson.  I look forward to our continued discussions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.gtpavilions.com/
http://www.benzie.k12.mi.us/


 
 
 
 

   
12.17.09 Held at the Grand Traverse Resort and Spa (www.grandtraverseresort.com), was the Chippewa-

Ottawa Resource Authority (CORA - www.1836cora.org) board meeting.  We were grateful to host 
the CORA board meeting, and also host the holiday luncheon. Sitting next to my right at the table is 
Bill Rastetter, GTB attorney, who has extensive work experience and a lengthy work history with 
the Grand Traverse Band.  His knowledge is appreciated and admired! 

 

     
12.17.09 CORA Holiday Luncheon at the Grand Traverse Resort and Spa – a delicious meal!!  I appreciate 

the Resort staff who worked hard to make this luncheon an enjoyable time for all! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.grandtraverseresort.com/
http://www.1836cora.org/


 
 
 
 

 
12.17.09 New Traverse City Mayor Chris Bzdok (www.planfortc.com) and I met Thursday afternoon as one 

of our first, of several meetings!  I look forward to collaborative efforts between GTB and Traverse 
City.  We have so much to gain by working together and sharing goals that make our area/region 
prosper and flourish! 

 
 

 
12.18.09 Today had another enjoyable lunch meeting with CDR Jonathan Spaner, United States Coast 

Guard (Traverse City - www.uscg.mil/d9/airstaTraverseCity).  I sincerely appreciate CDR Spaner’s 
outreach to GTB and the potential partnerships that our combined relationships present!  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.planfortc.com/
http://www.uscg.mil/d9/airstaTraverseCity


 
 
 
 
FEATURED STORY: 
This week’s submission comes from a very determined individual, GTB member Melissa “Missy” Petoskey, 
who is accomplishing several goals educationally and professionally.  We are very proud of her recent 
accomplishments and growth.  Missy has great potential!  Below is an article that recently came out in which 
Ms. Petoskey was quoted (I know for some it might be hard to read – I apologize!): 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
This past week there were two GTB articles in the Traverse City Record Eagle (www.record-eagle.com), with 
one being on Parcel 45 in Antrim County (being signed into Trust status), and the other story I was honored to 
have been done regarding my first year as Tribal Chairman.  Megwetch “thank you” to the Record Eagle for 
the opportunities it has presented its readers regarding the Grand Traverse Band! 
 

·  www.record-eagle.com/archivesearch/local_story_349072537.html (12/15/09) 
 
·  www.record-eagle.com/archivesearch/local_story_352072749.html (12/18/09) 

   
Have a memorable and safe holiday week!  Due to the holiday, this might be the last email blast of 2009!  I 
know…wipe away that tear, because Dora and I have some exciting ideas for 2010 – standby!!   

 
Chairman Bailey 
 

 (Photo courtesy of the TC Record Eagle; Jan-Michael Stump) 
 
www.gtbindians.org 
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