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Dora Willis
Tribal Chair

Executive Assistant
2009

Hello again!

For those who don’t know me, 
my name is Dora Willis and I have 
recently been hired into the position 
of Executive Assistant to the Tribal 
Chairman.  I’m looking forward to an 
exciting and challenging experience!

Like the circle of life I find myself 
back into a position I held for many 
years working as the Assistant to 
former Tribal Chairman Joseph 
(Buddy) Raphael, and at that time I 
also assisted the entire Tribal Council.  
I have also held the position of Tribal 
Manager for GTB 2 times, and worked 
as Tribal Administrator for LTBB, 
were I first met Ron Olson. Prior to 
my new position, I worked for the 
Economic Development Corporation 
as the Executive Assistant to the CEO, 
Ron Olson and as the EDC Board 
Secretary and Records-keeper.  I have 
to Thank Ron and all the Executives 
of the EDC, for teaching me about the 
business side of the Tribe and as tribal 
members know that they, along with 

our Tribal Council, are busy working 
hard in these economic times.

If my first two (2) weeks are any 
indication the Tribe is in for a treat as 
this Council is plowing full steam into 
the future and all working diligently to 
secure a future for our Nation.  I feel 
fortunate to be able to assist Chairman 
Bailey and his Council towards that 
future.

So, I’m sure we’ll meet some time in 
the future and please if you don’t know 
me come up and introduce yourself, I 
can be reached at 231-534-7103.

Tribal Council presented Mr. Andy 
LaPointe with a pendleton blanket in 
recognition of his excellent service to the 
tribe as our hotel project manager for the 
new Turtle Creek facility.  Andy replied 
that he was going to take a short but well 
deserved rest from the challenges of such 
a large endeavor. Buddy Raphael stated 
that the project has already received 
national attention as “Best Architectural 
Design, Casino & Hotel Award”.  Keeping 
a project like Turtle Creek moving 
through to completion shows that the 
staff has worked tirelessly and this award 
of distinction is a huge honor. The hotel 
is  a unique destination in its self and then 
there is the ajoining Turtle Creek Casino! 
Well you just have to come and see it all 
to understand.

Andy LaPointe 
Project Manager 

Turtle Creek Hotel




