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Everyone is invited to participate in the Third 
Annual Cherry Capital Winter WonderFest! 
The festival is a four-day wintertime 
celebration chock-full of fun for all ages in 
the Cherry Capital of the World, Traverse 
City, over President’s Day Weekend, 
February 13-16, 2009. 

With a portion of the proceeds going to 
Special Olympics Michigan, a $10 button 
allows festival-goers to take advantage 
of a diverse roster of indoor and outdoor 
activities at three venues in the Traverse 
City area: Grand Traverse Resort & Spa, 
Downtown Traverse City, and Mt. Holiday 
Ski & Recreation Area. 

Event Overview 
The Third Annual Cherry Capital Winter 
WonderFest is a four-day outdoor winter 
festival held in and around Traverse City, 
February 13-16, 2009. There are a variety 
of family-friendly activities for the public to 
enjoy, including horse-drawn sleigh rides, 
snowmobile rides and several kids’ games. 

Many of the festival activities take place 
at Grand Traverse Resort & Spa with 
additional activities held in Downtown 
Traverse City and at Mt. Holiday Ski & 
Recreation Area. In the inaugural year, 
2007, Grand Traverse Resort & Spa was the 
sole venue. In 2008, Downtown Traverse 
City was added as a second venue. We are 
very pleased to welcome Mt. Holiday Ski 
& Recreation Area as an exciting new third 
venue in 2009! 

Admission to the majority of festival 
activities requires the purchase of a $10 
festival button with a portion of the proceeds 
being given to Special Olympics Michigan 
at the conclusion of the festival. (NOTE: 
Children 10 years and younger are admitted 
free and do not receive a button.) 

The Cherry Capital Winter WonderFest is 
an exciting entertainment opportunity for 
visitors and area residents as it drives mid-
winter tourism to the area and provides a 
fund-raising mechanism for a Michigan-
based non-profit organization. It’s a win-win 
for everyone involved! 

2009 Festival Highlights 
In only its third year, the Cherry Capital 
Winter WonderFest is fast-becoming a 
community-wide winter festival. There 
are dozens of activities at three exciting 
venues during the four days of the festival. 
Highlights of this year’s four-day event 
include: 
• Live Music in Downtown Traverse City, 
featuring two live bands (Saturday) 
• “Soup ‘R Bowl” competition in Downtown 
Traverse City (Saturday) 
• “Frozen Bed Race” competition in 
Downtown Traverse City (Saturday) 
• “Outdoor Fun Zone,” including games, 
activities and rides (Friday-Monday) 
• Downhill events at Mt. Holiday (Friday, 

Grand Traverse Resort & Spa 
Creates New Meeting Spaces

- Two New Rooms for Meeting and 
Recreation -

ACME, Mich., January 12, 2009 -- Grand 
Traverse Resort & Spa near Traverse City, 
Michigan is introducing new meeting rooms.  
The meeting spaces, named the Northwoods 
Room and Manitou Room are conveniently 
located side-by-side on the Lobby Level of the 
Resort’s 17-story Tower.

Northwoods Room:  This 1,336-square 
foot room, housed in the former location of the 
Northwoods Christmas store, is available for 
groups up to 20 people to meet in a high-end 
executive boardroom.  The room features a large 
boardroom table, casual soft furniture clusters 
and a semi-private computer work area.  The 
room’s décor features the warmth of a fireplace 
and cedar paneling with natural colors of brown 
and burnt orange to provide an up north feel with 
a touch of elegance.

Manitou Room:  This 1,004 square foot 
room, named after the Manitou Islands of Lake 
Michigan, is housed in the former Michigan 
Seasons gift shop.  The room is great location 
to gather groups for a casual hospitality event 
of networking and fun.  Guests can enjoy the 
pool table, large screen TV with Wii game 
console and built-in bar.  The room offers casual 
comfortable seating and tables for cards and 
conversation.

The meeting rooms may be rented 
together or individually and offer unique settings 
compared to tradition meeting spaces.  Food and 
beverage service may be added to either room 
and full audio-visual services are also available.
	 Located along Lake Michigan’s Grand 
Traverse Bay, the 900-acre Grand Traverse 
Resort & Spa is one of the Midwest’s finest 
year-round resorts featuring 600 rooms, suites 
and condominiums, 85,000 square feet of 
meeting space, 54 holes of championship golf 
including The Bear, designed by Jack Nicklaus, 
The Wolverine - a Gary Player signature course, 
full-service spa, shopping gallery, a variety of 
restaurants and lounges and seasonal recreation.  
The Resort was the host site of the National 
Governors’ Association Summer Meeting in 
1987 and 2007, and annually hosts the Center 
for Automotive Research Management Briefing 
Seminars and the Detroit Red Wings during their 
fall training camp in Traverse City. Call 800-
748-0303 or visit www.grandtraverseresort.com.

Resort Announces 2009 
Schedule for 

“Cooking Live! at Aerie® 

Restaurant & Lounge”Series
- Cooking Demonstrations to Feature 
Executive Chef Ted Cizma and Resort 

Culinary Staff -
ACME, Mich., January 7, 2008 -- Grand 
Traverse Resort & Spa is pleased to 
announce the 2009 schedule for its 
yearlong series of monthly live cooking 
demonstrations in Aerie® Restaurant & 
Lounge on the 16th Floor of the Resort’s 
Tower. 

The demonstrations are on Tuesday 
evenings once a month, approximately 
45 minutes in length and give guests the 
ability to listen, watch, and learn a variety 
of cooking techniques from award-winning 
Executive Chef Ted Cizma and his talented 
culinary staff.

- 2009 Cooking Live! at Aerie Restaurant & 
Lounge® Schedule -

January 13:   Hearty Winter Soups & Stews
February 10:   Sweet ‘n Savory Valentine’s 
Day Aphrodisiacs (with Pastry Chef Carolyn 
Riley)
March 10:   Planning a Modern Day St. 
Patrick’s Day Feast
April 7:   Easter Traditions
May 12:   Kids in the Kitchen (with special 
guests Leah & Jackson)
June 16:   Father’s Day Favorite Grill Out
July 14:   Cherry Festival Tribute (featuring 
Moomers Ice Cream)
August 18:   Cooking with Beer (featuring 
Joe Short of Short’s Brewery)
September 22:   Planning the Perfect Picnic 
(with TBD local winery guest)
October 20:   Cooking Wild Game
November 17:   Stress Free Thanksgiving & 
Turkey Tips
December 15:   Holiday Entertaining

(Subject to change.)
Cooking Live! at Aerie Restaurant 

& Lounge demonstrations begin at 6:00 
p.m. on the 16th Floor of the Tower and 
complimentary samples are be provided 

Saturday and Sunday) 
• “Polar Plunge,” presented by Special 
Olympics Michigan (Saturday) 
• Carnival Rides, including Ferris Wheel 
(weather permitting; Saturday and Sunday) 
• Frozen Fish Toss Competition (Saturday 
and Sunday) 
• Cherry Pie Eating Competition (Saturday 
and Sunday) 
• Pony Rides for Kids (Saturday and 
Sunday)  
• Frosty 5K Run/Walk (Sunday) 
• GRAND Chili Cook-off (Sunday) 
• Fireworks Show (Sunday night) 

For additional information and to view 
the complete schedule go to www.
winterwonderfest.org .

throughout each cooking demonstration.  
The fee is $15 per person, which is applied 
as a credit to each guest’s dinner bill when 
they have a three-course dinner immediately 
afterward in Aerie.  
Advanced reservations are recommended.  
Seating is limited to 20 persons.  Walk-
ins are accepted as space allows.   For 
reservations, call Aerie Restaurant & Lounge 
at 231-534-6800.



Jack Chambers, Tribal Elder, Vietnam 
Veteran USMC and a much respected 
elder shot this bull elk, 6 x 6, 480 lbs 
dressed. Jack fired a perfect shot and 
dropped the elk with just one bullet 
northeast by southwest and around the 
corner from the town center of Atlanta 
MI. Jack especially wants to express 
his heart felt thanks to the land owners 
and famers in the area who helped him 
throughout the whole process. It was an 
amazing and exciting hunt.

Artistic view of the Garden of Eden

Mike Willis, Tribal Council Treasurer 
(Bay Mills Indian Community)

Photo with Chairman Derek 
Bailey in full regalia.

Photo of Traverse City Councilman 
Ralph Soffredine with the 

Chairman at the swearing in 
ceremony for Representatives 

Schmidt and Elsenheimer. 




