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Inland Seas Announces its 2010  
Northern Michigan Sailing Season

The Inland Seas Education Association is a non-
profit organization based in Suttons Bay, Michigan, 
dedicated to science education on the Great Lakes. 
	 For further information on program fees or to 
book a summer program, contact the Inland Seas 
Education Association at (231) 271-3077 or on the 
web at www.schoolship.org

ISEA - Volunteer Instructor Training Program
Suttons Bay, MI – The Inland Seas Education 
Association (ISEA) is looking for a new class of 
volunteer instructors for our award-winning 
Schoolship and Education Center programs. ISEA 
will hold Volunteer Instructor Training classes at 
the Inland Seas Education Center in Suttons Bay on 
Wednesday evenings from 6:30-8:30 pm beginning 
January 6, 2010 and continuing through March 
24, 2010. Absolutely no experience is required! To 
register for the ISEA Volunteer Instructor Training 
Course, contact the ISEA office at 231-271-3077, or 
visit the ISEA website at www.schoolship.org.

Tribal Chairman
Follows Through

BY ALEX PIAZZA 
apiazza@record-eagle.com

EDITOR’S NOTE: Newsmakers 
‘09 explores the stories that made 
headlines in northwestern Michigan 
in 2009. Past articles in this series 
can be read online at record-eagle.
com/newsmakers.

PESHAWBESTOWN -- Derek Bailey 
made several promises throughout 
his campaign to lead a local 
American Indian tribe.

One of them was to work with 
all levels of government. So far, 
it appears the youngest tribal 
chairman of the Grand Traverse 
Band of Ottawa and Chippewa 
Indians has lived up to that pledge.

“Derek has been very open to 
collaboration with the county,” 
Leelanau County Commissioner 
David Shiflett said.

Commissioner Richard Schmuckal 
said Bailey is “the most active” 
tribal chairman he’s worked with 
since joining the Leelanau County 
board seven years ago.

“He’s here, he’s there,” Schmuckal 
said. “He’s very energetic.”

Bailey, 37, also reached beyond 
Michigan borders. He’s visited 
Washington D.C. five times since 
taking over as tribal chairman in 
December 2008.

“When I go out and travel, I’m 
living up to the promises I made 
during my campaign,” Bailey said. 
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“My perspective is to develop those 
relationships. It’s important to put 
a face to a name.”

So it’s no surprise that one of the 
“major highlights” from Bailey’s 
first year in office involved a public 
introduction from President Barack 
Obama before a presidential speech 
in July on the American Graduation 
Initiative. Before he began, Obama 
introduced Bailey.

“And the chairman of the Grand 
Traverse Band of Ottawa and 
Chippewa Indian Tribe, Derek 
Bailey is here. Please give Derek 
a big round of applause,” Obama 
said.

Bailey said he was flattered by the 
introduction, more so because it 
exposed the band to a national 
audience.

But his first year in office did not 
come without struggles.

It took a special September 2008 
election for Bailey to win the office. 
Incumbent Robert Kewaygoshkum 
won the May 2008 election, but the 
vote was overturned in tribal court.

Bailey took over during a deep 
economic recession that took 
its toll on revenues at tribal-
owned Grand Traverse Resort & 
Spa in Acme, and its gambling 
operations at Turtle Creek Casino in 
Williamsburg and Leelanau Sands 
Casino in Peshawbestown.

“People are saving, they’re not 
spending,” Bailey said.

Tribal Council members also 
accepted salary cuts and some 
government programs were rolled 
back to close a budget shortfall. 

Cuts in education and health care 
drew criticism from some band 
members.

Some members have criticized 
Bailey for trying to generate too 
much public exposure. But Bailey 
said he welcomes the challenges, in 
hopes that his leadership will soon 
lead to increased prosperity for the 
band.

“I’d rather be a part of the 
solution,” he said.

“ARE YOU REGISTERED TO VOTE WITH 
YOUR CURRENT ADDRESS?”

Dear Tribal Member: Please Confirm Your Voter Registration 
Status
Tribal members will only be allowed to vote at the GTB 
Polling Place assigned to your county of residence.
	 For your convenience a copy of the Voter Registration 
Form was published in the November GTB News on page 
23. Please verify that you are a Registered Voter and that 
your address is correct. You must complete and return the 
VOTER REGISTRATION FORM to the Tribal Enrollment 
Officer for verification in order to vote in any future Tribal 
elections.
	 If you have questions regarding your voter status 
please call the Grand Traverse Band Enrollment Office 
1-866-534-7750 (ask for the Membership Office or call direct 
to 534-7101.



16 January 2010  / Mnidoo g i iz is   (Spir i t  moon)

Here is a picture of the elk I harvested near Atlanta, 
MI on December 11th. It weighed 410 lbs and was 3 ½ 
years old. It is a 5 X 5 bull. William Bailey, 
Chief Warden, Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and 
Chippewa Indians.

“On December 11, 2009, Andy Miller was successful 
in bagging the elk cow, pictured at right.  The elk 
was taken in northeastern Otsego County, near 
the Pigeon River State Forest, close to Vienna.  Andy 
was one of the lucky winners in the tribal hunting 
license lottery this year, with a license limited to 
an elk cow.  This particular animal weighed in at 345 
lbs.  Andy received a lot of help and guidance from 
his friend and employer, Bill Hoffman (owner of 
Hoffman orchards on the Old Mission Peninsula).  Bill 
is an avid hunter and even though he didn’t have a 
license this year, he was willing to pick up Andy at 
5:30 am two days in a row, and drive over 2 hours in 
the worst weather we’ve had this year just to join 
in and be a guide.
 
As is tradition, Andy performed the tobacco ritual 
- placing samah in the animal’s mouth and saying a 
prayer of thanks to the spirit of the Elk (me-shay-
wog) for giving up it’s life.”
 
We also heard that another tribal member, Bill 
Bailey was successful in the elk hunt this year.
Thanks, Glen “Butch” Miller

Elk Harvest By Tribal Member Emma Schwander

At age 13, Emma went on the Elk hunt December 11-12 
2009. After a full day hunt on Friday she took her shot 
early Saturday morning with a 3-0-6 at 40 yards. Along 
on the hunt was her father Scuba Steve Schwander, 
brother Quinten Schwander, and uncle Larry Koon. A special 
appreciation for Brian & Rick Fitzgerald, father and son 
guide team out of Atlanta, MI. Also a special Thank You to 
Toni Shananaquat for taking time to give Emma her Hunter 
Safety Training. Prayers and tobacco were given out every 
morning including the day of the kill. Emma offered her 
tobacco to the spirit of the elk and she gave thanks for the 
life of the animal. We are very proud of our Ojibwa/Odawa 
Girl, Siina Nadin (Cold Wind), Emma V. Schwander.




