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Freezing moon

Tribal Elder Mrs. Irene Otto 
tenured her resignation as 

Elders Advisory Delegate to 
the Indain Elders Association. 
In recognition of 17 years of 
service, Irene was honored 

with a blanket gift that 
describes her outstanding 

dedication and leadership on 
behalf of all Native  Women.

Michigan eLibrary

Explore amazing, reliable and 
timely resources in the Michigan 
eLibrary (MeL.org) available @ 
your Library & the comfort of 
home with Internet access. 

MeLis brought to all Michigan residents 
from the Library of Michigan; it is 
our state’s online library filled with 
great resources for all ages and 
interests. Explore the MeL Gateways-
-Books & Reading, Business and 
Jobs, Genealogy, Health &Wellness, 
Kids, Reference, and Teens.

Virginia Roberts
Suttons Bay Library

For more information:
Suttons Bay-Bingham District Library
416 Front Street, Suttons Bay, Michigan
Phone: (231)271-3512
sbbdl@charterinternet.com

Peshawbestown Pow-Wow

Aanii Everyone,
During our Peshawbestown Traditional 

Pow-Wow held this past August, a 
young person lost an I-pod at the Pow-
Wow grounds. I checked the Pow-Wow 
Committee’s lost & found and it was not 
turned in to us. This I-pod means a lot 
to this young person and it would be 
nice if we could get it returned (that is if 
someone found it – it could still be out 
there in the grass somewhere……). 

If anyone happened to find one during 
the Pow-Wow, please contact me 
and we can get it returned.

Miigwetch!

Steven C. Feringa, A.I.A., 
Corporate Architect

Grand Traverse Resort and CasinoS
2331 N. West Bayshore Dr.
Peshawbestown, Michigan 49682
(231) 534-8410 ph, (231) 534-

8419 fax, (231) 313-9410 cell



8
November  /  Bashkaakodin giizis

Freezing moon

Advocate for tribe headed for 
Hall of Fame

Margaret Chandler is one of 
10 women being inducted 

into the Hall of Fame. 
What: Michigan Women’s 

Hall of Fame 2009 Induction.

Tuesday, September 29, 2009 
By Susan Harrison Wolffis
Muskegon Chronicle correspondent

WEST MICHIGAN -- For 50 years, Margaret 
Bailey Chandler fought for the political sovereignty 
of the Ottawa people living in northwest 
Michigan. She worked tirelessly for recognition 
of the Little River Band of Ottawa Indians by 
the federal government. She was relentless in her 
campaign to preserve hunting and fishing rights 
protected by the 1836 Treaty of Washington. She 
dreamed of the day when the land where she grew 
up in Manistee County, an area once called Indian 
Village, would be returned to the Ottawa tribe.  
Chandler, who died in 1997 at age 67, lived to see 
all three of her dreams come true. “Amazing,” said 
her granddaughter, Valerie Chandler, of Wellston. 
“What she did was amazing.”  Margaret Chandler 
will be rewarded for her efforts and the leadership 
she provided to the Ottawa tribe on Oct. 21 when 
she is inducted into the Michigan Women’s Hall 
of Fame in a ceremony in East Lansing. 
“Everything she did, she did for the tribe. She 
fought for what she believed in,” said Valerie 
Chandler, who nominated her late grandmother 
for the honor.  Born in Muskegon in 1929, 
Margaret Chandler was the oldest of ten children. 
Her parents, Pete and Elizabeth Bailey, moved 
the family to the Pentwater area to work on a 
vegetable farm when Chandler was young. In 
the early 1930s, they moved to Indian Village in 
Brethren. 
In 1950, Chandler was elected to the secretary 
position of the Northern Michigan Ottawa 
Association and became the tribe’s historian. Her 
records and documentation were “invaluable,” her 
granddaughter said, during the Little River Band 
of Ottawa Indians’ reaffirmation process in 1994. 
She served on the band’s board of directors and 
chaired the local Indian Education program, which 
served the children of Manistee County. She also 
worked on the Descendant’s Committee which 
provided testimony to the federal government 
regarding land claims and money for the Ottawa 
people in Michigan.

“She had to fight for what she believed in, and 
look what she did,” Valerie Chandler said. “She 
made such a difference in so many people’s 
lives.” Margaret Chandler, and her husband, the 
late Dale G. Chandler, raised ten children and 
had 17 grandchildren and more than 20 great-
grandchildren. She was employed at the Kaleva 
Bait Co., making fishing lures, and by Smeltzer 
and Sawyer Fruit Packing Co. in Bear Lake. She 
was a communicant and catechism teacher at St. 
Bernard’s Church in Irons and active in the Spirit 
of the Woods Music Association. Inspired by 
her late grandmother’s lifelong mission, Valerie 
Chandler now works in the historic division of the 
Little River Band of Ottawa Indians in Manistee. 
“She’s somebody whose footsteps I want to follow 
in,” Valerie Chandler said. 

Bryton Collins age16, daughter 
of Crystal Collins and Allen 
John Jr. recently was elected 
Home Coming Queen for 
Northport High School. Sept 

26th. She is currently dually enrolled at Northport High 
School and Northwestern Michigan College. She is also on 
the Varsity Volleyball team. She is an Honor student. We are 
very, very proud of you Bryton, love mom and dad. When you see 
her, give her a big congratulation hug or a high-five.

Suttons Bay 
Norseview

Norseview is back, this time in the form of 
Media Broadcasting. For the viewers, that 
means still catching up on the same things 
you love about the site, but with plenty more 
video and audio to accompany it! The cast will 
also have Norseview Exclusives, including 
The Catch, which old Norseview fans will 
recognize from last year’s Sports Center. We 
will also have two new Exclusives; The View 
from the Bay, an informative video feature 
involving the Suttons Bay Community (for 
VFTB’s introduction, click here), and the 
Anishinaabe Language program. So keep 
checking back for a stream of exclusive 
content from your friends at Norseview!

Tribal member youth have taken 
on the challenge of being staffers 
for the Norseview.com

We will be tuning in to view 
the accomplishments of all the 
Suttons Bay School youth.

Norseview Staffers:
Tyler Smith
Jose Garcia
Cameron Regan
Thomas Paolacci
Nick Kissel
Elliot Evans
Roberto Ruiz
Clayton Jouperi
Misty Rose Chippewa
Marci Gould
Thomas Herman
Marcia Gould
Julie Muldowney
Ana Wodek
Justine Sourie
Koraima Guillen
Kiki Eamlaor
Amily Hang
Hannah Olson
Delia Shawandase
Chad TwoCrow




