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Missing and Murdered Indigenous Persons Awareness Day

On May 5, 2023, the Grand Traverse Band observes Missing and Murdered Indigenous Persons
Awareness Day. This is a day to remember those who have been murdered, and those who are still missing,
particularly Native women and children. This day is set aside to recognize and help mitigate the
disproportionate level of violence experienced by Native Americans and to bring awareness to the
community, and our local, state, and federal partners to reaffirm the need to address this ongoing crisis.

More than four in five American Indian and Alaska Native men and women (83 percent) have experienced
a form of violence in their lifetime — whether it be physical violence and/or psychological aggression from
an intimate partner, sexual violence, or stalking — according to the National Institute of Justice (NIJ). In
addition, more than 1.5 million American Indian and Alaska Native women have experienced violence
in their lifetime per a NIJ-funded study.

This crisis is not new. Indigenous peoples have faced violence and the tragedy of a missing or murdered
loved one for generations. The negative impact of that trauma continues to affect Indigenous communities
across the United States today.

Grand Traverse Band recognizes the Biden Administration for directing Federal agencies to improve
public safely and criminal justice for Indigenous peoples. “Native Americans have disproportionately
suffered from many forms of violence,” said Hope MacDonald Lone Tree, the deputy commissioner at the
Administration for Native Americans. “These public service announcements are crucial for creating
awareness of resources for Indigenous peoples who are survivors of violence and will help to protect and
heal Indigenous peoples and their communities.”

President Biden’s Executive Order on Improving Public Safety and Criminal Justice for Native
Americans and Addressing the Crisis of Missing or Murdered Indigenous People (MMIP), published
on November 15, 2021, acknowledges that “Native Americans face unacceptably high levels of violence,
and are victims of violent crime at a rate much higher than the national average.” The president specifically
highlights that Native American women are disproportionately the victims of sexual and gender-based
violence.

Greater awareness and attention to the crisis and consideration of the root causes of the disproportionate
murders and missing persons in the Indigenous communities are needed to confront the issues of economic
disparity, substance use, domestic violence, and other violent crimes.

On May 5, 2023, the Grand Traverse Band sets aside a day of remembering and bringing awareness, to
the Northern Michigan area specifically, to work together to build a safer community.
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